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Cosin Letter-Books

Introduction

Collection title: Cosin Letter-Books

Reference code: GB-0033-COL

Dates of creation: 1593-1686

Extent: 6 volumes bound in 9.

Repository: Durham University Library, Archives and Special Collections

Creator: correspondence, etc., mainly of John Cosin (1594-1672), Bishop of Durham, and
other northern churchmen.

Language of material: English

Contents

The contents of Letter-book 1 are for the most part letters from or to northern churchmen,
particularly Isaac Basire (1607-76), Archdeacon of Northumberland, and John Cosin
(1594-1672), Bishop of Durham, about both civil and ecclesiastical affairs. Letter-books
2-6 consist almost entirely of correspondence of John Cosin or his servants during the
years of his episcopate, particularly Cosin's correspondence with his Auditor, Miles Stapylton.
George Ornsby included selections from Letter-books 1-5 in his edition of The
correspondence of John Cosin (Surtees Society 52, 55: 1868-70), but he omitted very many
letters completely, and printed only extracts from almost all the others. Ornsby's transcripts
are not entirely accurate and sometimes transpose paragraphs from one letter to another.
The University Library's interleaved set of Ornsby is annotated to show which letters come
from the Cosin Letter-books and to indicate transpositions in the text.

Hodgson printed Letter-book 6 in full in Northumbrian Documents of the 17th and 18th
centuries (Surtees Society 131, 1918) pp.133-267; the letters not included in Wood's gift
to Peterhouse have disappeared. The University Library's copy of Hodgson is annotated
to show which letters come from Letter-book 6.

Accession details
Part of Bishop Cosin's Library, Durham (now in Durham University Library).

Letter-books 1-5 were originally bound up by the Waghorn bindery in Durham in the 1720's
or 1730's, probably at the instigation of the Durham antiquary Dr. Christopher Hunter

(1675-1757) since the contents-lists inside the volumes are in his hand; (among the Hunter
MSS in Durham Cathedral Library is a group of guard-books with similar bindings and lists
including 2 volumes, Hunter MSS 7 and 10, which include other letters to Miles Stapylton).

They were subsequently found by James Raine the elder, "in a neglected state" in the
porter's lodge of Auckland Palace (see Raine's Brief Historical Account of the Episcopal
Castle ... of Auckland (Durham, 1852), pp. 127-128), and on his advice were given to
Cosin's Library in 1818 by Bishop Shute Barrington.

Letter-book 6 contains 24 letters from Cosin and 1 from his chaplain William Flower, all to
Stapylton, which were presented to Cosin's Library in 1969 by Peterhouse, Cambridge,
which had been given them in 1927 by H.M. Wood, literary executor to J.C. Hodgson. They
had been part of a larger group of letters to Stapylton which was entrusted to Hodgson, for
publication by the Surtees Society, by Canon William Greenwell, who stated he had rescued
them from the sweepings of an old Durham solicitor's office.



Cosin Letter-Books

Arrangement
Bound up in 6 guard-books (now rebound in 9 vols). The periods spanned by the individual
vols are as follows:

1A: 1593-1662
1B: 1662-1686
2: 1660-1663
3: 1664-1665
4A: 1669-1670
4B: 1670-1671
5A: 1666-1670
5B: 1670-1673
6: 1668-1672

Form of citation

The form of citation should use the code GB-0033-COL, or the collection name Cosin
Letter-books, followed by the reference number which takes the form book number, item
number; e.g. Cosin Letter-book 2, 5.

To order items in the searchroom, use the collection reference code(s), derived by removing
the repository code (GB-0033-), followed by the reference number. Citing the section of
the finding aid is useful.
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Johnson, Margot, ed., John Cosin : papers presented to a Conference to celebrate the
400th anniversary of his birth (Durham : Turnstone Ventures, 1997)

Lawes, A.H., “Cosin's Post-Restoration Correspondence: a Re-Assessment”’Durham
University Journal 77 no. 2 (1985) 141-147.
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Cosin Letter-Books
Cosin Letter-book 1

Cosin Letter-book 1
A collection of 191 documents written between 1593 and 1686 and arranged roughly in
chronological order.
The first twelve items cover the period 1593-1617 and are mostly concerned with the affairs
of the Dean and Chapter of Durham. The major part of the volume (nos. 13-187) consists
mainly of letters written by or to John Cosin or Isaac Basire.
John Cosin was appointed Archdeacon of the East Riding in 1625, becoming Rector of
Brancepeth the following year and Master of Peterhouse, Cambridge from 1635. During
the Interregnum he lived in Paris with the Royal household and on his return to England in
1660 he was appointed to the Bishopric of Durham which he held until his death in 1672.
Isaac Basire was born in Rouen and after studying in Rotterdam and Leyden came to
Cambridge where he was ordained by Thomas Morton and became his chaplain, moving
to Durham when Morton was appointed Bishop. He held a number of preferments in Durham,
including the Rectories of Eaglescliffe (from 1636) and Stanhope (from 1645), and became
a Prebendary in 1643 and Archdeacon of Northumberland in 1644. In 1646 he was appointed
as one of the chaplains to the King's private chapel. He left England the following year,
returning first to Rouen, and then spent the next 15 years travelling through Europe and
the Eastern Mediterranean. In 1654 the Prince of Transylvania, George Racoczi, appointed
him Professor of Divinity in the University of Alba Julia. He returned to Durham seven years
later and was restored to all his offices.
Most of the papers date from the period following the Restoration, after both Cosin and
Basire had returned to England, but there are a substantial number of documents from
earlier parts of their lives: twenty seven items (nos. 13-39) from the time before they went
into exile and another twenty six (nos. 40-65) covering the period when they were absent
from England.
The correspondence reflects many aspects of the lives of the two men. While most of the
items are connected with the exercise of the spiritual, administrative, and civil duties attached
to their offices, they also contain news and comment on public events, discussion of
differences in liturgical practice and belief between the Churches of England, Rome and
the East, together with expressions of friendship, family and personal matters. 48 of the
letters have been printed either in whole or in part: 24 are included in W.N. Darnell's Memoir
and Correspondence of Dr. Basire (1831) and the others in Bishop Cosin's Correspondence
vols. 1 and 2 edited by G. Ornsby for the Surtees Society (vols. 52 and 55, 1868 and 1870).
Two of the four documents remaining in the collection are concerned with the affairs of the
Bishopric after Cosin's death and with measures taken to prevent the spread of religious
sects. The last two, dated 1679 and 1686 respectively, are of a somewhat obscure and
miscellaneous nature.

CLB.1A, 0 [1720s]
Table of contents for Cosin Letterbook 1, compiled by Christopher Hunter.
2ff.

CLB.1A, 1 28 September 1593

Letter from Abraham Pilkington, aged 18/19 yrs, 4th son of John Pilkington, Archdeacon
of Durham, to his uncle Leonard Pilkington, Rector of Whitburn.

Expressing his affection, and thanks for many kindnesses over the years; with short
poem of 24 lines.

Language: Latin

2ff.
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CLB.1A, 2 June 1596

From Sir George Carey, Grand Marshall of the Royal Household, later 2nd Lord Hunsdon
(1547-1603).

Copy of letters requesting safe conduct for his servant John Smyth, travelling to Lemberg
in Galicia (Leopolis) to purchase horses for Carey's personal use.

Dated at Greenwich. No seal nor signature.

Alterations to the text suggest that it may have been used as a model.

Language: Latin

1f.

CLB.1A, 3 19 September 1603

Letter from Robert Cecil Secretary of State, later Earl of Salisbury, to Tobias Matthew,
Bishop of Durham, and the Dean and Chapter of Durham.

Outlining the correct procedure for effecting a lease of part of the Bishop's garden at
Durham House from the Bishop to himself.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 4 14 March 1609/10

Letter from the Dean of Durham, Sir Adam Newton [Dean 1606-20] to "My very loving
friends and brethren of the chapter of the cathedral church of Durham" (endorsement
attached to CLB 1A, 5).

Discussing affairs of the diocese including: the choice of Henry Ewbank as sub-dean;
appointments for the living of Kirk Merrington, and the School; assistance to poor scholars
and alms money.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 5 [1614 Spring]

Letter from Henry Ewbank, prebendary of Durham 1596-1620, (Rector of Haughton le
Skerne from 1610), to Dean of Durham (endorsement missing).

Requesting that a lease of a farm in Billingham granted to one of his sons may be stayed;
and that he may have an oxgang of land of 3s.4d rent in Sadberge in his parish of
Haughton, in order to strengthen his position against divisions and inclosures.

1f.

Location: Misbound with leaf from 1a/4

CLB.1A, 6 30 July 1608

Letter from Privy Council to William James, Lord Bishop of Durham.

Directions that views of muster of horse and foot will in future be required from the
Bishopric of Durham, with provisions to ease the transition from the former duty of Border
Service against the Scots.

Signed by 11 members of the Council.

2ff.
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CLB.1A, 7 22 February 1614

Petition from 5 grovers (miners) of Weardale Forest: Raphe Nattrisse of Blackclewgh
foreman of the Forest Jury, Nicholas Sheld a juror, Thomas Tarne of Burnhope, Cuthbert
Emerson and Robert Jackson also of Burnhope, to William James, Bishop of Durham
Concerning a suit brought against them at York by Cuthbert Emerson of the Easter Black
Deane, under-tenant to Nicholas Peartt, and others, requesting that: Mr. John Ritcheson's
warrant to the Forest Jury should not be deferred and they should not be required to
make affidavits (?) on their evidence; that Cuthbert Emerson be required to answer as
to the authority from which he derives his claim, his reason for bringing the case at York
without first going through the Durham courts, his authority for preventing the Forest
Jury from completing their examination of the matter, and why he and others are raising
money from the local people to pay for the suit and travel expenses to visit learned
Counsel; and further requesting the Bishop that someone should be appointed to make
new leases of the old groves (mines).

2ff.

CLB.1A, 8 9 April 1614

Letter from Adam Newton [Dean of Durham 1606-20] to the Cathedral Chapter.
Requesting them to suspend implementation of two of the matters previously agreed to
until Mr. Ewbank has had an opportunity to argue his case in person.

2ff.

CLB.1A,9 19 January 1614/5

Letter from Adam Newton [Dean of Durham 1606-20] to the Cathedral Chapter.
Informing them that he has restored Mr. Ewbank as his proxy at the request of the Earl
of Somerset, but assuring them that he would not allow such considerations to influence
him so far as to neglect the good and honour of the Cathedral.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 10 6 November 1616

Letter from Adam Newton [Dean of Durham 1606-20] to the Cathedral Chapter.
Authorising Dr. Hutton and Mr. Rand to act on his behalf in the forthcoming Chapter
elections and in the grant of leases to Marmaduke Wild and Ralph Pearson; requesting
their advice as to the desirability of confirming the Bishop's grants of the offices of
Escheator and Coroner to two of the sons of John Richardson as the father already
holds so many offices; asking them to deal with arrears so that the problem does not
recur; and thanking them for their consent to certain leases for his own use; with postscript
asking them to consider what arrangements should be made in the event of the King
staying at Durham for the feast of St. George on his way to Scotland.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 11 20 February 1616/7

Letter from Adam Newton [Dean of Durham 1606-20] to the Cathedral Chapter.
Expressing satisfaction with their decision concerning the confirmation of the patents
granted to John Richeson; thanking them for their detailed account of problems with
their "troublesome tenants" of Wolveston, describing his own interview with Peter Finch
and Mr. Fetherston but advising that they should avoid taking any unpleasant action
until after the King's visit; commenting on the forthcoming visit of the King with particular
reference to the exchange of gifts; and giving permission for the King's Letters to the
Chapter confirming Mr. Matthew's lease to be taken to the Bishop of Durham at York
subject to the usual precautions.

2ff.
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CLB.1A, 12 11 October 1617

Letter from the Justices of the Peace (subscribed Hen. Anderson, William Belasis, Jo.

Saliday, Ra. Conyers) to Richard [Neile], Bishop Elect of Durham.

Requesting his advice and assistance for Sir Timothy Whittingham, Sir Charles Wrenn,
Sir Thomas Riddell and Ralph Fetherstonhalgh Esq. whom they have authorised to meet
with officers of the King's household to fix the county's contribution towards the costs of
the Royal household; and concerning the appointment of the High Constables.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 13 17 October 1625

Letter from Robert Claphamson to Mr Cosin, Archdeacon of the East Riding.

On matters concerning his jurisdiction as Archdeacon: saying that he is sending three
books

a) a book of Visitation Articles used in the past which he suggests should be printed
after emendation

b) a book of Benefices and cures in the Archdeaconry with the names of incumbents
and ministers

c) a book of Procurations and Synodals;

lamenting the negligence of the clergy; and commenting on the financial accounts for
1625 including the problems of collecting procurations and synodals.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby i, 80-83

CLB.1A, 14 23 January 1621/2

Copy of a letter from Richard Neile, Bishop of Durham to Mr Dean, Mr Chancellor for
two Archdeacons and Dr Birkhead.

Concerning the letters received from the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishops,
requesting contributions to the cost of the King's expedition for the recovery of the
[Rhineland] Palatinate in support of his son-in-law: instructing that copies be made and
sent to each Deanery; expressly requesting that the Chancellor should attend all meetings
held regarding the matter together with the Archdeacons of Durham and Northumberland
for their respective jurisdictions; and urging moderation on the part of the clergy when
they exhort the laity to contribute to the cause.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 15 17 June 1626

Letter from Robert Claphamson to John Cosin, Archdeacon of the East Riding, and
chaplain to the Bishop of Durham at Durham House, London.

Concerning the collection of rents, with particular reference to the Rectory of Mapleton;
the provision to be made for those cures where curates have been suspended for
conducting clandestine marriages since they are Impropriations and the owners live in
the south; and how owners of Impropriations, particularly those granted by the Crown,
can be made to keep their churches in repair: suggesting that such leases should be
granted subject to the duty of carrying out repairs.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby i, 93-94

CLB.1A, 16 24 January 1628/9
[Copy] Letter from the Chapter of Durham to absent prebendaries.
Informing them that their contributions to the costs of the lawsuit, in which the Cathedral
is involved, will be deducted from their stipends.
1f.
7
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CLB.1A, 17 25 January 1631

Letter from William Geast to Mr Basire, chaplain to the Bishop of Coventry and Litchfield.
Recommending (the bearer) as a pious man who has been oppressed by the violent
power of Rome and has had to take refuge with the Bishop.

Language: Latin

2ff.

CLB.1A, 18 26 August 1632

Letter from John Cosin to Mr Wood at Woodburgh, Notts.

Concerning the differences between the churches of Constantinople, Milan and Rome
as to fasting on Saturdays and stating that there is no evidence for fasting on Sundays
from any of the churches.

1f.

Location of originals: This letter is a copy by Dr Hunter of a manuscript in Cosin's hand in
the possession of Sir George Wheeler.

CLB.1A, 19 5 March 1634/5

Letter from Herbert Croft (later Bishop of Hereford) to [Isaac Basire?].

Expressing thanks; sending greetings to the Bishop's sister and others; and saying that
he has retired to a college (Christ Church, Oxford) to make up for lost time and to better
fit himself for life.

Language: French

2ff.

CLB.1A, 20 31 October 1634

Letter from the Privy Council to The Mayor, Aldermen & Comunaltie of the City of Durham
and Framwelgate.

Stressing the importance of the accompanying writ (for the collection of Ship Money);
saying that it conforms to the precedents of former Kings and the laws of the realm and
will benefit the honour and safety of the realm as well as commerce and trade.

Signed by 14 members of the Privy Council.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 21 n.d. (endorsed: 1634)

Letter from Isaac Basire to Richard Holdsworth. Holdsworth wrote his reply at the foot
of the letter and sent it back.

Requesting the loan of two books which he cannot find in the library for the use of the
Bishop; with Holdsworth's reply that he can only supply one of them.

Language: Latin

1f.

CLB.1A, 22 20 November 1634

Letter from Simon Birkbeck to Issac Basire.

Thanking him for the use of his notes, books and letters; requesting the loan of a work
on the Fathers and offering a book by Philip Commines in return; and sending a K.
Edward half crown as a token of his friendship.

2ff.

Printed: Darnell, 6-7
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CLB.1A, 23 15 February 1636 (15 Cal. Mart. 1636)

Letter from Nathaniel Ward (Vicar of Staindrop) to Isaac Basire.
Discussing scriptural evidence relating to the observation of the Sabbath.
Language: Latin

2ff.

Printed: Darnell prints 3 letters to Basire from Ward but not this one.

CLB.1A, 24 29 August 1636

Letter from P. Banai to Isaac Basire.

Concerning the interpretation of the phrases "primogenitus gratiae" and "primogenitus
omnis creaturae"; expressing his admiration and respect for Basire and mentioning the
possibility of visiting him at Auckland.

Language: French

2ff.

CLB.1A, 25 5 December 1636

Letter from Nathaniel Ward to Isaac Basire.
Concerning changes to the Litany.
Language: Latin

2ff.

CLB.1A, 26 1636

"A particular note of parsonages and vicarages as they were taxed towards £2000 to
the ship to be sett out Anno 1636."

Endorsed - Tax for building the Royall Soveraigne 1636.

A detailed account of the tax levied from each parsonage or vicarage arranged according
to Ward.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 27 27 January [1637]

Letter from Richard Baddeley at Bishop Auckland, to John Cosin, Master of St. Peter's
College.

Concerning arrangements for presenting copies of the Bishop's (Thomas Morton's) book
to his friends in London and the costs of the impression; the preferment of Dr. Naylor
from Archdeacon to Prebend; and a request from some of the Prebendiaries for ending
the Fast; with postscript acknowledging receipt of £9.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 28 10 December 1638 (4 Id. Xbris)

Letter from Nathaniel Ward to Isaac Basire.

Concerning the plight of a poor family in his parish whose home had just been destroyed
by fire and requesting assistance for them: the husband, being a recent convert from
Papism, can receive no help from the Papists.

Language: Latin

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 324-6 (Latin original); 27-30 (English translation).

CLB.1A, 29 9 May 1639 (7 Id. Maii)

Letter from G. P[urves] to Isaac Basire.
Offering medical advice to him and his wife.
Language: Latin

2ff.
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CLB.1A, 30 13 January 1639/40 (Id. Jan. MDCXXXIX)

Letter from Nathaniel Ward to Isaac Basire.

Lamenting the fact that their meetings are constantly prevented for one reason or another:
on this occasion because of the theft of his horse.

Language: Latin

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 327-8 (Latin original); 30-2 (English translation of extracts)

CLB.1A, 31 27 February 1641

Letter from William Ramsden to Isaac Basire in London.

Congratulating him on having established his innocence against his accuser; regretting
that the question of the episcopacy is still in dispute; and concerning books and clothing
he has sent to Basire in London; with mention of the birth of another daughter and of
his intended journey to York.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 32 28 July 1640

Letter from Thomas Bury to Isaac Basire.
Complaining about the outcome of a law suit.
Language: Latin

2ff.

CLB.1A, 33 n.d. (Endorsed in another hand: 1640)

Letter from Richard Busby to Isaac Basire.

Expressing friendship and devotion; and telling him that the Bishop of Lincoln [John
Williams] intends to ride his Visitation in October and has obtained an Order from the
House of Lords for his security.

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 37-8

CLB.1A, 34 September 1641 (post Id. Vllbris)

Letter from Nathaniel Ward to Isaac Basire.

Saying that he is about to leave for Newcastle; informing him that all the clergy of the
Darlington district have been summoned by the Justices to swear an oath the coming
Thursday and asking his opinion as to whether one can interpret an oath in a sense
different from that in which it is imposed.

Language: Latin

1f.

Printed: Darnell 328-30 (Latin original); 32-5 (English translation, omitting first few
sentences)

CLB.1A, 35 21 February (9 Cal. Mart.) [1642? when Ash Wednesday was on February
23]

Letter from Nathaniel Ward to Isaac Basire.

Saying that he would like to visit him were it not that he must stay for the fast decreed
for Ash Wednesday on account of the Spanish disasters; and that as regards the oaths,
having avoided the first by absence, he will employ a similar subterfuge for the second.
2ff.

10
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CLB.1A, 36 16 December 1641

Letter from Richard Busby to Mrs Frances Basire.

Expressing his devotion to the Basire family and asking for her prayers.
2ff.

Printed: Darnell 41-2

CLB.1A, 37 26 July 1642

Letter from Thomas Morton, Bishop of Durham, to Isaac Basire.

Saying that he had not thought it necessary to write confirming his promise of an
Advowson as Basire should have trusted that he would keep his word.

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 43

CLB.1A, 38 13 January 1646/7

Copia Epistola Placae Carill ad Patrem Suum.

Endorsed on back - This epistle to his father Mr Rich. Carill. London.

[Copy] Letter from Place Carill to his father Richard Carill containing expressions of filial
duty and gratitude.

Language: Latin

1f.

CLB.1A, 39 23 June 1646

Letter from Edward Sackville, 4th Earl of Dorset, Lord Chamberlain, to Isaac Basire.
Informing him that he has been appointed to take the place of the Dean of Hereford as
chaplain to the King for the month of August.

1f.

CLB.1A, 40 8 August 1646

Letter from John Cosin at St. Germain to David Blondel in Paris.

Concerning a dispute as to whether certain canons were made at the Lateran Council
of Innocent Il or afterwards, with some reference to the words of Matthew Paris.
Language: Latin

1f.

CLB.1A, 41 5/15 July 1647

Letter from Sir Edward Nicholas to Isaac Basire at Rouen.

Warning him to say nothing of Dr. Desdale's letters before consulting with the King, and
expressing the hope that there will soon be peace in England.

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 63

CLB.1A, 42 1 February 1645/6

Letter from H[ ] M[ ] from St. Germains to John Cosin, Dean of Peterborough at the
Louvre.

Enquiring as to his health and expressing pleasure at the anticipated return of "the L.K."
(from the Louvre to St. Germains) [L.K.: Lady Kynalmeaky? see Ornsby].

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby i, 230

11
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CLB.1A, 43 28 June 1647

Letter from [ ] (seal - heart pierced by 3 arrows) to John Cosin, Dean of Peterborough
at Paris.

With news of the King's movements and the actions of Parliament.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby i, 231

CLB.1A, 44 30 July 1647

Letter from Francis Dodington at St. Germains to Isaac Basire at Rouen.

Commenting on Lord Witherington's response to Basire's letter; conveying the opinion
of Lord Chief Justice Heath that one who resides abroad in times of peace retains his
rights in his native land, together with the advice of Dean [ ] on the publication of a
collection of works and pamphlets; and expressing hopes of a favourable outcome to
the King's cause.

1f. (defective)

CLB.1A, 45 3 August 1647

Letter from Richard Busby to Isaac Basire at Rouen.

Concerning Lord Widdrington's decision to go no further with the matter on which they
have been corresponding; expressing his fears as to the consequences for the Church
of the activities of the Independent Army and the Presbyterian party, and the possibility
of a new war; and commenting on a pamphlet (enclosed) on Purgatory.

1f.

CLB.1A, 46 4 October 1647

Letter from Herbert Thorndike to Isaac Basire at Rouen.

Commenting on the freedom and absence of restrictions that he finds on his return to

England, the divisions on Cromwell's side and proposals for uniting under the Crown,

and the claims of Parliament to determine subjects for legislation; and noting the good
will felt for the King.

1f.

CLB.1A, 47 3 October 1647

Letter from Sir Edward Nicholas to Isaac Basire at Rouen.

Approving of the work Basire proposes for the winter and asking him to report on his
progress from time to time; and commenting on the prospects for peace between the
King, the Army and Parliament despite the opposition of the Presbyterians.

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 63-4

CLB.1A, 48 11 August 1647

Letter from Francis Dodington at St. Germains to Isaac Basire.

Enclosing messages from his friends; expressing pleasure at the outcome of Basire's
"business" and his confidence that the clause of restraint can be revoked; and promising
to write to Sir Richard Browne.

1f.

12
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CLB.1A, 49 27 November 1647

Letter from George Radcliffe to Isaac Basire.

Concerning payment due to the Apothecary for some pills; requesting that Basire should
purchase 3 copies of Gassendi's book: for Lord Strafford, the Dean of Rochester and
himself; wishing Basire's chapel at Sir Richard Browne's house well; and commenting
on the accusation in Hugh Cressy's book that the Anglican Church is schismatic.

1f.

Printed: Darnell 65-7

CLB.1A, 50 6 December 1647

Letter from Sir George Radcliffe to Isaac Basire.

Requesting instructions as to how the 6 Livres owing for Gassendi's books might be
paid; and refuting, in detail, the charge that the Anglican Church is schismatic.

1f.

CLB.1A, 51 21 January 1648

Letter from Sir George Radcliffe to Isaac Basire.

Replying to Basire's comments on Church unity; answering his queries as to the English
law on selling offices, and bribery, and the number of synods since the Reformation;
mentioning some books he wishes to send and requesting more books by Gassendi.
1f.

CLB.1A, 52 14 February 1648

Letter from Sir George Radcliffe to Isaac Basire.

Suggesting that Basire should use the name M. De Preamont; arguing that schism is
the result of rebellion against ecclesiastical authority and not of differences in ceremony
and liturgy; expressing his opinion that the main obstacle to the peace of the Catholic
Church is the doctrine of the Infallibility of the Church, and the hope that it might be
overcome by the arguments of Hugh Cressey and some Sorbonne doctors; advising
Basire to obtain a licence to travel to Italy from the King of France; and requesting a
copy of a book by Barnes.

1f.

Printed: Darnell 67-71

CLB.1A, 53 13 February 1648

Letter from Richard Steward at St. Germain to Isaac Basire in Paris.

Thanking him for books and papers; advising him to preach to the Prince before going
to Italy as this would provide an opportunity for reminding him of his promise to care for
Basire's wife and children in the event of the King being restored while Basire is in Italy;
asking him to collect books left with Dr. Cosin's bookbinder in Paris; and expressing his
hopes of obtaining a copy of Barnes.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 54 31 January [1649]

Letter from Richard Steward (Dean designate of St. Paul's and Westminster) to [Isaac
Basire].

Thanking him for taking care of his books; rejecting the view that those at St. Germain
should be obliged to preach once a week in Paris; commenting on a difference between
the Latin and Greek versions of the 13th canon of Ancyra; recommending he should
read Mason concerning Parker's Consecration; wishing him well for his journey and
advising that he should be able to use a service book "beyond the Alps".

1f.
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CLB.1A, 55 1648

Regula Senensis accepta ipsis Kal. Junij ... MDCXLVIII.

Written in Basire's hand (consisting of a list of fines for various offences). (Connected
with English Benedictines at Santa Justina Siena?).

Language: Latin

CLB.1A, 56 15 May 1650

Letter from L. C[ordell] at Blois to [Dr Cosin] at the Louvre in Paris.

Commenting on a reservation in an article by M. Festard (Epistle Dedicatory) and asking
advice on the proper form and words for a Protestation to be made to the Pastor and
Elders of the Presbyterians; with mention of Lady Porney's health, M. Capell's theses,
an impression of the King's Book and his desire for a copy of Descartes.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 57 4 October 1653

Letter from Ant[oine] Leger at Geneva to Isaac Basire at Constantinople.

Wishing him well in his mission to the East Mediterranean and offering to obtain copies
of the New Testament, a Catechism and Confession of Faith in contemporary Greek,
all printed at Leyden.

Language: French

2ff.

CLB.1A, 58 3 October 1654

Letter from Antoine Leger in Geneva to Isaac Basire at Constantinople.
Congratulating him on the success of his mission; mentioning several books which may
be of assistance, including a treatise of his own against Coresi Doctor and theologian
on which he would welcome Basire's comments; offering his services and sending
greetings from M. Giraud and M. Turrettin.

Language: French

2ff.

CLB.1A,59 n.d.

English translations by Isaac Basire of 2 letters from Anthony Leger of Geneva, (CLB.1A
57 and 58).

2ff.

CLB.1A, 60 4 April 1655

Letter from L. Cordell in Angers to Dr Cosin at Paris.

Commenting on their financial circumstances and informing him that his children may
be boarded comparatively cheaply near Angers; justifying his contacts with the Puritans
against the accusations of Dr. Brown; and enquiring whether Cosin can confirm the
rumours of civil war in England and war between England and France.

2ff.

CLB.1A,61 n.d.

Transcript by Christopher Hunter of most of letter 1A, 61A, from George Morley to Dr
Cosin.

2ff.
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CLB.1A, 61A 10 February 1660

Letter from George Morley, later Bishop of Winchester, in Breda to Dr Cosin at Paris.
Imparting the latest news concerning the intentions of General Monk and the divisions
in England, and commenting on the financial problems of the King's Court, no money
having come from Spain.

1f.

CLB.1A, 62 20 May 1655

Letter from Brian Braxton in Constantinople to Isaac Basire at Alba Julia.

Concerning a number of commissions entrusted to him by Basire; and giving him news
of the appointment of Joanikis as Patriarch in the place of Paisius, his dismissal and
re-instatement.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 63 7 July 1657

Letter from F. G. to Dr Cosin at Paris.

Concerning several small matters he has dealt with on Cosin's behalf.
1f.

Printed: Ornsby i, 287-8

CLB.1A, 64 n.d.[c. 1658]

Draft petition from Thomas Morton to Oliver, Lord Protector.

Seeking arrears of a pension of £800 p.a. out of the rents and revenues of the Bishopric
Estates, granted 18 May 1646, unpaid since the sale of the estates and now amounting
to £6,400.

1f.

CLB.1A, 65 28 May 1658

Letter from Isaac Basire in Alba Julia, Transylvania, to Sir Edward Hide, Chancellor at
the King's Court in Bruges, later first Earl of Clarendon.

Lamenting the long separation from family and friends despite his good health and
competent living; and affirming his loyalty to the King and the Church of England.

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 159-62

CLB.1A, 66 20 July 1660

[Copy] of Royal Warrant to Sir William Darcy, Daniel O'Nealle, Esq., and Dr. Joseph
Craddock, signed by Sir Edward Nicholas.

Authorising the re-possession of all rents, revenues, coal mines and profits in the County
Palatine of Durham, belonging to the King, the Bishopric, Deanery, and Chapter of
Durham.

Sent to Sir Edward Nicholas, one of the principal Secretaries of State.

1f.

CLB.1A, 67 19 March 1660/1

[Copy] Royal Mandate signed by Sir Edward Nicholas, to the Dean and Chapter of
Durham.

Informing them of the grant of a dispensation to Isaac Basire for non-residence as a
prebend of the cathedral on account of his commitments abroad. Authorising the payment
of the profits from the prebend to Basire's wife.

1f.
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CLB.1A, 68 30 July 1660

Letter from William Blakiston to Dr Cosin.

Concerning affairs in the parishes of Elwick and Brancepeth, with particular reference
to tithes and incumbents.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 69 20 August 1660

Letter from Bishop of Ely (ie Matthew Wren) to Dr Cosin.

Approving the appointments of new Fellows for Peterhouse and reminding him that a
certain proportion should be in Holy Orders.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 70 13 October 1660

[Copy] Royal Mandate signed by Sir Edward Nicholas, to Accepted Frewen, Archbishop
of York.

Requesting him to instruct the Bishops, Deans and Chapters in his Province that in
granting leases they should give preference to those who were tenants before the late
troubles and have not parted with their leases; and that they should not make grants or
leases of lands purchased by officers and soldiers in the army without the consent of
the purchaser, pending further instructions.

1f.

CLB.1A, 71 29 December 1660

Royal Commission, signed by Sir Edward Nicholas, to Sir Edward Musgrave.
Appointing him Captain of one of the two companies of foot to be maintained as a garrison
in Carlisle with authority to raise, arm and train the same.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 72 23 January 1660/1

Royal Commission, signed by William Morice, to Henry Dacres, gent.
Appointing him as Ensign in Col. Jonathan Atkins' company of foot in Carlisle.
2ff.

CLB.1A, 73 n.d. [c. 1661]

Letter of Commendation in respect of John Machon from the clergy of Lichfield (viz.):
William Higgins Precentor and President of the Chapter of the Cathedral of Lichfield,
Edward Wyrley, Daniel Baylee Rector of St. Mary's Staffordshire, Edward Powel and
others, (to Cosin?).

John Machon of Longdon, Staffordshire: Master of Sherburn Hospital 1636. Ejected

1642, Restored March 1661 (Surtees | ii 142-3).

1f.

CLB.1A, 74 15 May 1661

Letter from Stephanus Dalmady to Isaac Basire.

Expressing his readiness to do whatever he can to procure payment of the money owed
to Basire by the Princess (of Transylvania).

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 372-3
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CLB.1A, 75 31 January 1661 (Prid. Cal. Feb. Anno 1661)

Letter from Andreas Hervat to Isaac Basire.

Sending letters from Altanius and reporting that they are still in danger from the Turks.
Language: Latin

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 369-70

CLB.1A, 76 27 May 1661

Letter from John Machon to John Cosin.

Concerning his dispute with John Fenwick, Master of Sherburn Hospital during the
Commonwealth.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 77 15 August 1661

Letter from Thomas Lambton to Isaac Basire.

Advising him to come straight to Durham on his return to England to ascertain the facts
regarding his financial position before seeing the King, as, despite the King's letter (to

the Dean and Chapter 1A, 67 above) Basire's wife and children have not received the

money due to them; with note from Basire's wife Frances.

1f.

Printed: Darnell 193-4

CLB.1A, 78 3 July 1662

Letter from Th. T, (Timothy Thurscross, Prebend of York ?) to Isaac Basire.

On several matters including: Basire's business with the Bishops of London and Sarum,
with particular reference to a meeting arranged for October; the writer's intention to send
some coffee and several books; and the writer's own affairs.

Arabic endorsement.

1f.

CLB.1A, 79 20 August 1661

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Bishop of London, to John Cosin.

Concerning new appointments consequent upon the death of the Dean of St. Paul's;
asking him to convey to the Bishop of Carlisle the King's wishes that all Bishops should
attend for the beginning of Parliament; and mentioning Mr. Brevint's affairs.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 80 3 September 1661

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Bishop of London, to John Cosin.

Commenting on: the recent appointment of Dr Barwick and Dr Sudbury as Deans of St.
Paul's and Durham respectively; other appointments and his regard for William Sancroft;
the King's desire that all the Bishops should be present in Parliament at least until the
question of Royal and Ecclesiastical Revenues has been settled; and mentioning Mr.
Brevint.

1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 25-6

CLB.1A, 81 n.d. (endorsed: 1661 September 20 (recte 21))

Letter from Thomas Davison, High Sheriff of Durham to Bishop Cosin.

Reporting that he was obliged to use force in carrying out the Bishop's instructions to
secure possession of Sherburn House for the rightful Master John Machon against Mr.
Fenwick: his attempts at mediation between the two men having failed.

2ff.
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CLB.1A, 82 1649
Accounts of income and expenditure for Sherburn Hospital for 1649 with notes on

economies and out of pocket expenses by John Fenwick, Master.
2ff.

CLB.1A, 83 19 December 1661
Letter from Isaac Basire to Bishop Cosin.

Commenting on propositions discussed in Convocation at York.
2ff.

CLB.1A, 84 n.d.[c. 1661]

Letter from Petrus Kedérmendi (candidate for Holy Orders in Hungary) to Bishop Cosin.
Begging for assistance as he has been forced into exile by the Turkish invasion of
Hungary.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 85 4 February 1661/2

Letter from Isaac Basire to Bishop Cosin.

Commenting on a recent visitation of Northumberland and domestic matters.
2ff.

Printed: Darnell 222-3

CLB.1A, 86 17 June 1662

Letter from Guy Carleton to Isaac Basire.

Concerning a law suit in which the Dean and Chapter are involved and advising that
their solicitor, Mr. Wharton, be instructed to keep careful watch on the activities of their
opponents; with mention of the execution of Sir Henry Vane and the possibility of a
reprieve for Lambert.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 87 6 July [1662]

Letter from Accepted Frewen, Archbishop of York to Bishop Cosin at London.
Concerning the settlement of a dispute involving Mr. Holden; observing that the present
session of Parliament will probably end shortly; commenting on the poor weather and
advising Cosin to obtain as much news as he can while in London.

2ff.

CLB.1A, 88 10 July 1662

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Bishop of London, to Bishop Cosin.

Requesting him to increase his contribution of £300 towards the ransom of the captives
(in Algiers); stressing the need for haste as Mr. Bargrave will be leaving for the
negotiations within 3 weeks; and enquiring as to the Dean and Chapter's contribution.
2ff.

CLB.1A, 89 27 May 1661

[Copy] Letter from Isaac Basire to Prince of Transylvania (Francis 1).

Requesting payment of the stipend promised by his father: emphasising his services to
the Prince's father, the loss of all his possessions in Transylvania, and the fact that the
money is due from the College and not from the Prince's own purse.

Language: Latin

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 371-2
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CLB.1A, 90 1 February 1662/3

English Translation of Petition from Sophronias, Metropolitan of Monemvesia and all
the Greek Christians in the Morea to Charles Il.

Begging him to deliver them from the Turks in return for their homage and obedience.
Original signed by Sophronias and 6 other clerics.

Superscribed in Basire's hand "a true translation of the Greek letter".

2ff.

CLB.1A, 90A n.d.

Report of a Council held by the King of Hungary entitled: Postulata a R. Ma. Hug. a
quibusdam secreti consensus Magnatibus. Proposita et responsa.

Four questions and answers on political and religious issues including the struggle
against the Turks.

1f.

Ownership history: Found in Cosin Letter Book 5.

CLB.1B, 91 11 October 1662

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Bishop of London, to Bishop Cosin.

Informing him of reports in London that he has dealt severely with the son of Lord Arundel
of Wardour contrary to Government Policy.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 97

CLB.1B, 92 28 October 1662

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Bishop of London, to Bishop Cosin.

Approving his action (against Lord Arundel's son); but objecting to Cosin's evident
resentment that the matter had been raised.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 97-8

CLB.1B, 93 22 November 1662

Letter from John Barwick, Dean of St. Paul's, to Isaac Basire.

Assuring him and the Dean and Chapter that he will take care of their records and return
them when they have been corrected and approved; with reference to the discovery of
a plot and the news that [Oliver] St. John and John Owen have gone abroad without
permission.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 94 n.d. [c.1660-16627]

Sacrilegium Peccatum Clamans: Draft letter [from Clement Spelman?] to a Bishop
[Cosin?] Attributing all the misfortunes of the nation, and the Tudor and Stuart families,
to the dissolution of the monasteries and the seizure of Church lands by Henry VIIl;
drawing a comparison between Henry's seizure of ecclesiastical lands by Act of
Parliament and Parliament's seizure of Royal lands in the Civil War; urging restoration
of Church lands especially the palaces of Whitehall and St. James which the King should
occupy as a tenant of the Church. Refers to his preface to a reprint of "a small tract of
my father's, touching impropiations" "about 15 years since" (Sir Henry Spelman; De non
temerandis Ecclesiis: a Tracte of the Rights and Respect due unto Churches. Reprinted
1646 - see Madan, Oxford books, vol. ii, nos, 1858, 2811).

1f.
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CLB.1B, 95 20 December 1662

Letter from Guy Carleton to Bishop Cosin.

Concerning the discovery of a plot for a general insurrection (by the Dissenters?): naming
his informants and listing possible traitors and disaffected persons in the county of
Durham, including John Joplin (involved in the Derwentside Plot. VCH, ii, 55).

2ff.

CLB.1B, 96 26 December 1662

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Bishop of London, to Bishop Cosin.

Advising him not to attend Parliament if he is still indisposed but stressing the importance
of his sending a proxy as the Church will be under attack for the amount of money it has
received; asking for an account of money spent in restoring his houses etc. and what
remains to be done; and commenting on the King's desire to relax laws against
Non-Conformists.

1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 101-2

CLB.1B, 97 8 February 1662/3

Letter from Joseph Naylor to Bishop Cosin.

Recommending the institution of his kinsman and namesake [Thomas Naylor] to the
Vicarage of [St. Nicholas] Newcastle.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 98 13 February 1662/3

Letter from Accepted Frewen, Archbishop of York, to Bishop Cosin.

Saying that, like Cosin, he will not be present for the beginning of the next Session of
Parliament but that he has sent a proxy; with request that, if Cosin leaves for London
first, he will call in at Bishopsthorpe on the way.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 99 13 February 1662/3

Letter from John Tempest and Ralph Davison to Bishop Cosin.

Requesting the appointment of Capt. Newton as Clerk to the Deputy Lieutenants in place
of Mr. Frizell who has been incapable of performing the duties for some time.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 100 24 February 1663

Letter from Richard Sterne, Bishop of Carlisle, to Bishop Cosin.

Regretting Cosin's absence from Parliament; advising him to prosecute the tenants of
Newborne and Warkworth for pensions due to him; and conveying news of events in
Parliament including the passage of the Bill enabling the King to dispense with the Act
of Uniformity.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 101 26 March 1663

Letter from Peter Barwick to Isaac Basire, Archdeacon of Northumberland.
Thanking him, on behalf of his brother the Dean [of St. Paul's], for the repayment of
some money and describing the symptoms of his brother's illness in detail.

2ff.
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CLB.1B, 102 4 June [1663]

Letter from Daniel Brevint to Isaac Basire.

Concerning the book he bought for him in Paris: M. D'Aille's reply to the Jesuit Adam;
complaining about all the workmen in his house; and commenting that there are only 3
Prebendaries available for preaching.

Language: French

1f.

CLB.1B, 103 10 June [1663]

Letter from Accepted Frewen, Archbishop of York, to Bishop Cosin.

Sending copy of Statement made by the Defendant to Mr. Burwell and recommending
Aislaby as a discreet and experienced man; with news of the suppression of a
Presbyterian Conventicle in York.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 106 (extract)

CLB.1B, 104 28 July 1663

Letter from Daniel Brevint in Dover to Isaac Basire.

Saying that he is about to leave for Calais and that he has personally delivered Basire's
letters to the Chancellor, the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Stradling and M. Durel;
commenting on events in Parliament and on the marriage of the Vice-Chancellor's second
daughter to Sir Thomas Scott; with directions for sending correspondence to him in
Paris.

Language: French

2ff.

CLB.1B, 105 21 August 1663

Letter from Richard Sterne, Bishop of Carlisle, to Bishop Cosin.

Confirming the claim of the tenants of Newborne that they have made the payments due
to Cosin for the years 1661 and 1662 and that he himself is responsible for the year
1660, which he will pay from the next Michaelmas rents.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 106 29 September 1663

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, to Bishop Cosin.
Advising him to spend the winter in London for the sake of his health.
1f.

CLB.1B, 107 January 23/2 February 1663

Letter from Daniel Brevint to Isaac Basire.

Conveying the opinion of French lawyers on Basire's affair: that no French Court can
invalidate an "Arrest de Cour Souveraine" and that he still awaits their reply as to whether
the King can intervene at the request of the English Ambassador; saying that he hopes
to celebrate Easter in France on March 15/25 and then again in Durham and Brancepeth
if his request to make his Residence in May has been granted; mentioning the activities
of the "Hyperephanians of Barclay" (Quakers?) and describing the difficulties of the
French Huguenots with particular reference to the two young cousins of Mme de Turenne
and restrictions in Rouen.

Language: French

2ff.
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CLB.1B, 108 13 April 1663

Letter from Paul Jass-Berenisi in London to Isaac Basire.

Conveying news from Transylvania: with reference to the Polish and Turkish threat,
members of the Royal family and household, and the disposition of the Turkish forces.
Language: Latin

2ff.

CLB.1B, 109 7/17 April 1663

Letter from P[eter] Moll[en] in Petershagen to Isaac Basire.

Urging him to write a description of his travels in Latin and of the lives of Christians under
Turkish rule; and commenting on the Religious situation in England.

Language: Latin

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 241-5 (English), 385-7 (Latin)

CLB.1B, 110 13 April [1664]
Letter from Joseph Henshaw, Bishop of Peterborough, to [Bishop Cosin].

Informing him that Dr. Duport has been appointed Dean of Peterborough.
1f.

CLB.1B, 111 15 July 1664

Letter from John Cosin to Isaac Basire.

Requesting names of persons in Stanhope or Egglescliffe who served against the King
and who are still disaffected, together with a similar list of those who are loyal and
prepared to act against any of the King's enemies; enjoining him to secrecy.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 108

CLB.1B, 112 23 May 1664

Letter from Richard Sterne, Archbishop-elect of York, to Bishop Cosin.

Inviting him to the confirmation in Henry VII's Chapel and dinner at Goldsmiths' Hall the
following day.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 113 29 June 1664

Letter from Isaac Basire to Dr Greaves, Vicar of Fulham.

Requesting his opinion on the Arabic version of the Catechism which he will receive
from Dr. Busby.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 114 28 June 1664

Mandate from Charles Il, signed by William Morice, to the Dean and Chapter of Durham.
Authorising them to refuse to admit as Alimsmen or Bedesmen persons who do not have
a record of loyal service to himself and his father; and instructing them to give preference
to persons born in the City or County of Durham.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 115 28 June 1664

[Copy] Letter from Richard Sterne, Archbishop of York.

Authorising his Chancellor, Dr. Burwell to organise a campaign in support of the Church
of Cromer in Norfolk; with instructions that all contributions and accounts be deposited
in the Registrar's Office pending further orders.

1f.
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CLB.1B, 116 10 August 1664

Letter from the representatives of the people of Cromer in Norfolk to Cosin.

Appealing for contributions towards the restoration of the Church and the construction
of a pier to protect the town from the sea. Signed: William D'Oyly, John Wyndham and
Edward Brivist.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 117 29 November 1664

Letter from George Davenport to Isaac Basire.

Conveying the Bishop's [Cosin's] opinion that Mr. Prowse should seek his remedy from
the law and not from him; and that Basire should not enforce rules concerning
excommunication until the Church is more securely established; with news of friends,
and the vote by the Commons to raise £2,500,000.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 118 1 December 1664
Letter to Mr Bollen about Elwick (Daniel Bollen was Rector of Elwick 1660-1664).
Ownership history: Listed in the index by Hunter but missing from the Letter Book.

CLB.1B, 119 17 March 1665/6

Letter from Edward Rainbow, Bishop of Carlisle, to Isaac Basire.

Outlining opinions he has received from lawyers concerning the validity of actions taken
by his former Chancellor and his intentions in this respect; informing Basire of the Earl
of Carlisle's interest and support for his case (against the tenants of Warkworth?); and
mentioning Mr. Stewart.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 120 11 January 1664/5

[Copy] Letter from Isaac Basire, Archdeacon of Northumberland.

Giving advice and instructions regarding several cases pending in an Ecclesiastical
Court with particular reference to the canon law on Excommunication.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 121 16 January 1665

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, to Bishop Cosin.

Conveying the King's commands that he should recruit two or more clergymen as
chaplains to the fleet commanded by the Duke of York; with assurances that those
appointed need not give up their present benefices provided they find suitable substitutes
and that they will be well rewarded; requesting their names and addresses as soon as
possible together with the names of any who are unwilling to accept the position.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 122 17 February 1665

Letter from Miles Smyth (¢c.1619-71, Secretary to Archbishop Sheldon) to Bishop Cosin.
Containing instructions, in accordance with the commands of the Archbishop of
Canterbury, for the compilation and return of a Survey of the Diocese of Durham to
include all Dignities and Benefices, with valuations and note of those paying subsidies
of more than four shillings in the pound.

2ff.
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CLB.1B, 123 2 December 1664

[Copy] Letter from Cosin, to John Warner, Bishop of Rochester.

Explaining the circumstances giving rise to the request from the Assize Court for a
second copy of the certificate of marriage between Col. William Bowes of Barnes in the

diocese of Durham and his widow now Mrs. Ann Purefoy.
2ff.

CLB.1B, 124 9 May 1665

Letter from George Morley, Bishop of Winchester, to Isaac Basire.

Excusing him from his next turn of duty in the King's private chapel provided he finds a
substitute from among the King's sworn chaplains, and undertaking to do both Basire's
turns in the pulpit himself.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 125 15 June 1665

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, to Bishop Cosin.

Praising the Book of Dignities and Benefices returned for the diocese of Durham.
2ff.

CLB.1B, 126 18 July 1665

Letter from Walter Ettrick, one of 8 persons in Sunderland appointed to prevent the
spread of the plague, to John Sudbury, Dean of Durham and Justice of the Peace.
Complaining of the difficulties in carrying out their tasks; and requesting: that the cost
of inspecting and guarding ships from Yarmouth and other infected places should be
borne by the ships' Masters; that the alehouse kept by Rebecca Brown be suppressed
on grounds of disorderly conduct and for entertaining persons who have had contact
with the plague; that John Little of Sunderland be bound over for abusing the Constable
who shut up his sister's house; and that they should be given greater powers and an
additional £10 to enable them to continue.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 127 18 April 1665

Letter from M. De Brandt, Envoy of the Elector of Brandenburg in London, to Isaac
Basire.

Regretting that they have not been able to meet in London; sending a letter from M. Moll
and offering to convey messages to Basire's friends when he returns to Germany.
Language: French

2ff.

CLB.1B, 128 5 August 1665

Letter from Richard Sterne, Archbishop of York, to Bishop Cosin.

Conveying the King's commands that collections should be made in every parish for the
relief of victims of the plague; and describing the distress of the people of London in
particular where many thousands are without means and starving because all work has
been suspended.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 130
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CLB.1B, 129 9 September 1665

Letter from Richard Sterne, Archbishop of York, to Bishop Cosin.

Concerning the incidence of plague around York; with news of the victory of English
ships over the Dutch and the next session of Parliament in Oxford on October 9.
2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 134-5

CLB.1B, 130 18 September 1665

Letter from Richard Sterne, Archbishop of York, to Bishop Cosin.

Informing him that the Archbishop of Canterbury has agreed to excuse the Northern
Bishops from attending Parliament in Oxford provided they send proxies; with the news
of the plague.

1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 137-8

CLB.1B, 131 2 May 1665

[Copy] Letter from Isaac Basire to George Morley, Bishop of Winchester.

Asking to be excused from his turn as chaplain to the King in June as he is obliged to
perform some of the duties of the clergymen serving with the fleet, there being a lack of
suitable curates in the north.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 132 17 May 1665

[Copy] Letter from Isaac Basire to Sir Phillip Musgrave J.P.

Promising to carry out his commands towards Sir Thomas Davison and his brother; with
information on the suppression of a Conventicle, mostly from Allendale, Northumberland,

and of his intention to leave for London next day to attend the King next month.
2ff.

CLB.1B, 133 22 September 1665

[Copy] Letter from Isaac Basire to Bishop Cosin.

Requesting that the repairs to the Chancel in Stanhope might be allowed to proceed
despite objections from Mr. Fetherston concerning the dismantling of his seat in the

Church and the use of the wood for the repairs.
2ff.

CLB.1B, 134 24 January 1665/6

Letter from Philip Musgrave J.P. to Isaac Basire.

Informing him that he has complained to the Bishop of Durham that the Quaker Heglin
has been allowed too much freedom by the Keeper of the Gaol and that he will continue

to press for stricter confinement; conveying news from Parliament and of the Dutch wars.
1f.

CLB.1B, 135 13 September 1665

Letter from Isaac Basire to Peter Mollen, Councillor to the Elector of Brandenberg at
Petershagen.

Excusing himself from writing a full account of his travels as requested but describing
his return journey through Germany.

Language: Latin

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 388-91 (Latin) 245-7 (English)
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CLB.1B, 136 3 November [1665]

Letter from Sir Philip Musgrave, in Northallerton, to Isaac Basire.

Informing him that, before leaving to attend Parliament, he left instructions for Sir William
Carleton and Mr. Laton to question Adams, a Quaker from Wigton in Cumberland, and
to act on Basire's information concerning the Quakers.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 137 4 November 1661

Letter from Sir Philip Musgrave, in Carlisle, to Isaac Basire.

Expressing great pleasure at Basire's presence in Durham regretting that public duty in
London prevents him from coming to see him; and thanking him for past kindnesses
and spiritual guidance to himself and his sons in France.

Written on Basire's return to England 16617

2ff.

CLB.1B, 138 29 January 1665/6

Letter from Richard Sterne, Archbishop of York, to Bishop Cosin.

Acquiescing in Cosin's arrangements for the return of money to the Bishop of London;
advising that, according to his interpretation of the Statute (1664 Agreement between
Clarendon and Sheldon that clerical subsidies should be voted by the House of Commons
with lay taxes instead of by Convocation), Hospitals are not to be assessed for the sites
on which they stand, but expressing doubt as to whether the same applies to their other
lands and revenues; with further advice that Cosin is entitled to all rents falling due after
the Michaelmas at which he was restored to his temporalities.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 139 5 February 1665/6

Letter from Richard Sterne, Archbishop of York, to Bishop Cosin.

Correcting his original opinion regarding Cosin's entitlement to rents under the Act of
Indemnity and advising that he may have to sue in cases where leases have recently
been renewed; assuring him that he will not ordain candidates from the diocese of
Durham without Letters Dimissory; and commenting on rumours concerning the raising
of the Militia.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 140 22 February 1665/6

Letter from Edward Rainbow, Bishop of Carlisle, to Bishop Cosin.

Commenting on the problems of extracting rents from the tenants of Warkworth and
Newborn; and assuring him of his care in observing the Canon about Letters Dimissory
when conferring Holy Orders.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 143 (extract)

CLB.1B, 141 25 March 1667

[Copy] Letter from Isaac Basire to John Shafto, Vicar of Netherwarden.

Advising him concerning the duties of his Churchwardens, the responsibility for repairing
the Chapel, the conduct of his private life which has given rise to scandal and the law
relating to usury; with postscript relating to the attempts to make the Vicar contribute
towards the provision of a curate for Newbrough.

2ff.
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CLB.1B, 142 19 March 1666

Letter from Richard Sterne, Archbishop of York, to Bishop Cosin.

Conveying instructions from the Archbishop of Canterbury that they should attend the
beginning of the next session of Parliament.

1f.

CLB.1B, 143 31 March 1666

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, to Bishop Cosin.

Regretting that Cosin is prevented from attending Parliament through ill-health; advising
that a fresh proxy will be necessary; and approving his actions regarding his leases.
2ff.

CLB.1B, 144 3 April 1666

Letter from Humfrey Henchman, Bishop of London, to Bishop Cosin.

Acknowledging receipt of £50 for the relief of plague victims and reminding him that he
must renew his proxy for the coming session of Parliament.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 145 5 April 1666

Letter from Humfrey Henchman, Bishop of London, to Bishop Cosin.

Informing him that, contrary to the presumption of his letter of April 3, Sir William Turner
has refused to pay the £50 on the ground that he has been unable to obtain the money.
2ff.

CLB.1B, 146 1 March 1666 or 1667

Letter from J[ean] M[aximillian] De L'Angle in R[ouen] to Isaac Basire.

Taking the opportunity of sending a letter by Basire's son; assuring him of his continued
friendship and service; and regretting that their correspondence has been hindered by
the wars.

Language: French

2ff.

CLB.1B, 147 2 March 1666 or 1667

Letter from Le Moyet in Rouen to Isaac Basire.

Taking the opportunity of sending his respects by Basire's son on his return to England;
and urging him to publish the Liturgy and Confessions of Faith of the Oriental Churches.
2ff.

CLB.1B, 148 31 May 1666

Letter from William Towers, Rector of Fisherton, Lincs. to Bishop Cosin.

Promising to promote the interests of Cosin's daughter in respect of her lease in Fisherton;
and indicating that he would welcome some Cathedral preferment.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 149 9 June 1666

Letter from Elizabeth Blackerby from Stowmarket to her uncle Bishop Cosin.
Expressing the hope that he has not altered arrangements for distributing money among
their relatives out of dissatisfaction with her management of the matter.

2ff.
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CLB.1B, 150 18 June 1666

Letter from Richard Sterne, Archbishop of York, to [Isaac Basire].

Discussing the problem of increasing [the endowment of] a Vicarage from Impropriations
with particular reference to the effect of the Statute of 17 Charles Il (1665); and saying
that the lessee of an Impropriation should be aware at the time of taking out the lease

that the Bishop has the power to increase the Vicarage.

1f.

CLB.1B, 151 30 June 1666
Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, to Bishop Cosin.
Saying that he will not intervene further in the dispute between Cosin and the Earl of

Pembroke concerning Durham House.
2ff.

CLB.1B, 152 17 July 1666

Letter from Francis Wilford (Master of Corpus Christi and Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge
University) to Bishop Cosin.

Appealing for assistance towards the relief of the poor in Cambridge where the numbers
have grown as a result of the plague the previous year.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 151

CLB.1B, 153 19 July [1666]

Letter from Sir Thomas Davison to Bishop Cosin.

Describing measures taken for the safety of Hartlepool and the surrounding towns during
the recent scare of an invasion by the Dutch.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 152-3

CLB.1B, 154 22 August 1666

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, to Bishop Cosin.
Acknowledging receipt of a document relating to Hospitals in the diocese of Durham;
regretting the recurrence of Cosin's old indisposition; expressing the hope that he will
be well enough to attend Parliament; and urging him to spend the following winter in
London.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 155 28 August 1666

Letter from James Fleetwood (Provost of King's College, Cambridge) to Bishop Cosin.
Appealing for a contribution towards the relief of the poor in Cambridge.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 154

CLB.1B, 156 1 September 1666

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, to Bishop Cosin.

Regretting that Cosin is prevented by ill-health from attending Parliament and reminding
him to send a proxy.

2ff.
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CLB.1B, 157 8 September 1666

Letter from Anthony Byerley to Bishop Cosin.

Informing him of the outbreak of fire in the City of London and claiming that sixty villains,
both English and French, were taken in the act of causing the fire.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 154

CLB.1B, 158 9 September 1666

Letter from John Tempest to Bishop Cosin.

Informing him that he has instructed the officers of the troop at Durham to double their
guard and increase their vigilance in case there may be danger from a plot, but that he
will take no further action until the situation becomes more clear or he receives further
commands.

1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 155-6

CLB.1B, 159 24 January 1666/7

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, to Bishop Cosin.

Apologising for his lapse of memory in regard to the papers in a dispute in which Cosin
is involved [Humphrey Wharton's case concerning tithes and royalties payable in respect
of the lead mines in Weardale? for which see also Nos. 160, 162, 164 ]; and informing
him that the Moor master claims that Cosin has instructed him not to continue with his

Bill; with postscript requesting information about the new wife of the Dean of Lichfield.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 160 2 February 1666/7

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, to Bishop Cosin.

Regretting that Cosin is displeased by his lapse of memory; assuring him that his case
should not have suffered as Cosin has the power to compel the Dean [of Durham, John
Sudbury] to produce the paper again; and confessing that his enquiries about the Dean
of Lichfield's wife were out of curiosity as to the likelihood of her producing an heir for
the Dean's and his brother's estate.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 161 27 August 1666

[Copy] Letter from John Cosin to Archbishop Sheldon

Requesting permission to absent himself from the next session of Parliament on the
grounds of ill-health and leave to send his proxy to the Bishop of London; promising
meanwhile to give full attention to his duties as Lieutenant.

1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 153

CLB.1B, 162 7 January 1666/7

[Copy] Letter from John Cosin to Mr [Humphrey?] Wharton

Concerning Wharton's dispute with the Rector of Stanhope (Isaac Basire) concerning
tithes (payable in respect of lead mines in Weardale?). See VCH ii 352.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 165-6
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CLB.1B, 163 30 September 1674

Letter from Francis Turner, Master of St. John's College, Cambridge, to Isaac Basire.
Expressing pleasure in the recovery of Basire's son, but urging Basire not to allow him
to return to Cambridge until the end of October so that he should not become involved
in the dispute over the choice of a successor to the Mastership; outlining the reason for
his resignation and the cause of the dispute.

Post Script from Peter Gunning, Bishop of Chichester, to Basire.

Supporting Turner's recommendation that Basire's son should not return to Cambridge
until the dispute is settled, but advising that if he has already left, Basire should instruct
him either to support the Master or have nothing to do with the matter.

1f.

Printed: Darnell 305-9

CLB.1B, 164 17 January 1666/7

Letter from Edward Rainbow, Bishop of Carlisle, to Isaac Basire.

Describing proceedings on Mr. Wharton's Bill in Committee of the House of Lords with
their decision on the rents and royalties payable to the Bishop and his successors, and
the terms of tithes payable to Rectors of Stanhope and Wolsingham.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 165 14 September 1667

Letter from George Monck, Duke of Albermarle, to Sir Edward Musgrave.

Giving instructions for disbanding the company of foot in the garrison at Carlisle: with
orders for the return of arms and equipment to the Royal Ordinance, and for paying the
men up to 27 September.

1f.

CLB.1B, 166 26 January 1668/9

Letter from John Fenwick, Vicar of Corbridge, to Isaac Basire.

Explaining that it was only two days since he had received Basire's letter of New Year's
Day with the letter from the Bishop enclosed; informing him that he has sent copies to
Mr. Algood [Rector] of Simonburn and his cousin Ralph Fenwick [Vicar] of Stamfordham,
and that he has already paid in the tenths due on Candlemas as instructed.

1f.

CLB.1B, 167 12 June 1668

Letter from John Fenwick, Vicar of Corbridge, to Isaac Basire.

Commenting on a book by Basire; asking him to make his apologies to the Bishop for
not attending the Triennial Visitation at Newcastle; and advising on the best way to send

letters to him to avoid delays at the post house.
2ff.

CLB.1B, 168 1 July 1667

[Copy] Letter from John Cosin to Richard Sterne, Archbishop of York.

Assuring him that he will encourage the clergy of his diocese to contribute liberally
towards the maintenance of fresh forces recruited to resist invasion by the Dutch; and
requesting instruction as to how and when the money should be paid.

1f.
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CLB.1B, 169 4 August 1668

Letter from George Ritschel of Hexham to Isaac Basire.

Concerning arrangements with Mr. Tomkyns for the publication of a book
(recommended?) by Basire.

On back of letter: Tally of days in different parts of the year (16997?): April to January,
November to August, January to November.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 170 23 October 1668

[Copy] Order by the King in Council in respect of a petition from Sir Philp Musgrave,
Governor of the garrison at Carlisle, complaining that John Aglionby, Alderman of Carlisle,
has fomented dissension between the City and the garrison and has persuaded them
to draw up a document containing false accusations against the garrison tending to
sedition.

Directing that John Aglionby make a public submission of his fault in the Guildhall,
Carlisle, and that the document should be publicly cancelled and expunged from the
City records.

1f.

CLB.1B, 171 22 August 1668

Letter from Jean Claude, Pastor of the Reformed Church in Paris, to Isaac Basire.
Requesting a reply to 21 questions about the life and faith of the Greek Schismatics.
Language: Latin

2ff.

CLB.1B, 172 7 December 1668

[Copy] Letter from Isaac Basire to Joannes Claudius.

Answering his questions as to the life and faith of the Greek Church.
Language: Latin

2ff.

CLB.1B, 173 15 December 1668

[Copy] Letter from the Mayor and 5 Aldermen of Newcastle (viz.): Ralph Jenison, James
Clavering, Robert Shafto, Mark Milbanke, J. Emerson and William Blackett, to Cosin.
Defending themselves against charges that they have not enforced the laws against
Conventicles; and expressing their willingness to act whenever there is sufficient evidence
to proceed.

1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 198-9

CLB.1B, 174 22 December 1668

[Copy] Letter from Cosin to the Mayor and Aldermen of Newcastle.

Expressing surprise that they claim to have had little evidence of the existence of
Conventicles in Newcastle; giving details of meetings held 1 and 25 November with the
names of four of the leaders, and urging them to be more diligent.

1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 199-201
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CLB.1B, 175 8 September 1668

Letter from William Sancroft, Dean of St. Paul's, to [Miles Stapylton].

Informing him that proceedings are threatened on the three undischarged bonds, for
£9.11s each, in which they and Mr. Forder were bound to the King in 1660 as guarantors
for Ralph Blakeston in respect of the first fruits of the parsonage of Ryton; and urging
him to put pressure on the debtor to provide further sureties to indemnify the guarantors.
1f.

CLB.1B, 176 8 March 1669

Letter from Sir William Dugdale to [Isaac Basire].

Giving an account of the life, family connections and charitable works of the Duchess
Dudley who died 22 January; with details of the provisions of her will and arrangements
for the funeral, and a request that Basire should convey the news to the Countess of
Pembroke.

Superscribed in his hand, "The memorable workes of Piety, Charity and Magnificence
of the late Lady Dutches Dudley: The English Paula".

2ff.

CLB.1B, 177 n.d. (received: 12 March 1669)

Letter from Jean Claude to Isaac Basire.

Commenting on Basire's answers to his questions about the Greek Church. (See 171
and 172 above).

Language: Latin, Greek, French

2ff.

CLB.1B, 178 30 April 1669

Letter from Thomas Naylor, Vicar of Newcastle, to Isaac Basire.

Inviting Basire to stay in his house on his next visit to Newcastle; and complaining that
the problems he has encountered from the Magistrates in the work on his house have
more to do with his endeavours to suppress Conventicles in Newcastle than with the
dispute between the Corporation and the Dean and Chapter [of Durham].

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 279-80

CLB.1B, 179 n.d. [1669]

[Copy] Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, to the bishops.
Reminding them that the services in their Cathedrals should be models for the parochial
churches; and urging them to ensure that at least the Sunday services and the
administration of Holy Communion should be performed by their Deans and Canons, or
Prebends, in rotation and not left to vicars and petty canons.

1f.

CLB.1B, 180 12 June 1669

Letter from Richard Sterne, Archbishop of York, to Bishop Cosin.

Containing copy of letter he has received from Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury,
dated 8 June 1669, conveying the King's commands to the Bishops for strict enforcement
of the laws against Conventicles and requiring them to report any neglect on the part of
local magistrates; and advising Cosin to return to his diocese immediately to put the
matter in hand.

1f.
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CLB.1B, 181 17 June 1669

Letter from John Cosin to Isaac Basire.

Conveying the commands of the King and Archbishops that all Churchmen should gather
information regarding Conventicles in their parishes (viz.): where and how often
assemblies are held, numbers and status of those attending and names of persons
protecting them, and that this information should be passed to the local Justices; urging
him to take immediate action.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 205-6

CLB.1B, 182 8 November 1669

Letter from Isaac Basire to Bishop Cosin.

Giving detailed accounts of the last Quarter Sessions, his Visitation of Northumberland,
his requests to the Mayor of Newcastle, the activities of Highway robbers in Durham,
and the committal of the Archbishop of Glasgow to Edinburgh Castle.

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 281-3

CLB.1B, 183 13 June 1670

Letter from the Master, Fellows and Scholars of St. John's College, Cambridge to Isaac
Basire.

Requesting a donation towards the restoration of the College walls.

Language: Latin

2ff.

CLB.1B, 184 29 July 1670

[Copy] Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury, to [John Sudbury], Dean
of Durham.

Requesting a detailed account of expenditure by the Dean and Chapter since the
Restoration; assuring him that it will be used only to defend the Church against attacks
on its wealth; and adding that an account of fines received in the same period might
also be of use.

1f.

CLB.1B, 185 23 March 1670/1

Letter from Robert Wittie (Doctor of Medicine) to Isaac Basire.

Enquiring whether Basire saw Lot's wife's pillar while on his travels, as he wishes to
have his opinion confirmed that it was made of mineral and not sea salt.

2ff.

Printed: Darnell 283-4

CLB.1B, 186 3 April 1671

Letter from Isaac Basire to Dr [Robert] Wittie.

Enclosing a reply to his query about Lot's wife, thanking him for his medical advice to
Basire's wife and also for the gift of his book ( “Scarborough Spa” ?).

2ff.

CLB.1B, 187 [3 April 1671]

Enclosed in 1B, 186.

Giving a detailed reply to Dr. Wittie's enquiry about the pillar of salt which was Lot's wife:
saying that although he believes Josephus saw it there is no trace left now and citing
several authorities on the subject.

2ff.
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CLB.1B, 188 25 January 1671/2

Letter from Francis Goodriche to Miles Stapylton.

Concerning his attempts to discover the King's intentions for the civil and military
government of the Palatinate of Durham during the vacancy caused by the death of
Cosin.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 189 February 1672/3

Letter from Gilbert Sheldon, Archbishop of Canterbury to Humfrey Henchman, Bishop
of London, and other Bishops.

Emphasising the importance of education in preventing the spread of religious sects
and conveying the King's commands that all laws promoting the use of the Catechism
should be fully implemented, that proceedings should be taken against any person
teaching without licence and that no teacher should be appointed without having
subscribed to the appropirate oaths and declarations.

2ff.

CLB.1B, 190 3 September 1679

Letter from Johannes De Decies (sometime Fellow of All Souls, Oxford?) to Peter Crepitus
[Sir Peter Pett].

Exchanging greetings and pleasantries.

1f.

CLB.1B, 191 7 April 1686
Letter from Robert South.
Expressing hopes of a favourable outcome to a matter of mutual interest and requesting

permission to use the recipient's name in obtaining a favour from Mr. Steller.
1f.

CLB.1B, 192 undated [17th century]
Piece of paper found loose in volume
1f.
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Cosin Letter-book 2

CLB.2,i n.d.[Early 1660's]

Proposals agreed by some bishops and clergy for a charitable scheme to relieve
distressed clergy and those ejected from their livings.

2ff.

CLB.2, 0 [1720s]
Table of contents of Cosin Letterbook 2 compiled by Christopher Hunter.
2f.

CLB.2,1 16 June 1660

Letter from Thomas Shadforth to Dr Cosin. Concerning the handing of copies of a
declaration to tenants in possession “of all the personages, vicarages, gleb land and
other theire former rights, to intitlle them to all the present profits and allso in case of
opposition to inablle them to have a tryall at law the next assises”. Shadfoorth expresses
his concern that Mr Midford who purchased land at Little-Towne which was formerly
Cosin's, will oppose the declaration and states that a Mr. Christopher Mickelton, a
solicitor, will retain counsel on behalf of Dr Cosin at a trial at the next assizes. Shadforth
asks for Cosin's approval of what he has done and for further instructions.

1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 3-4

CLB.2,2 9 July 1660

Letter from William Collingwood to [Dr Cosin]. Informing Cosin that he has sent on his
letters to Mr Shadforth and Mr Jackson the day he arrived home and was assured by
Mr Jackson that Brancepeth will pay all that is due of them. William Blackston and Mr
Shadforth have spoken to the tenants of Elwick on Cosin's behalf, and Mr Shadfoorth
assured Collingwood that he will take care of Cosin's concerns in his absence. He spoke
yesterday to Mr Salvin's tenant in the Close. Postcript; Collingwood suggests that if the
tithes of the parish of Billingham and Saltholme are to be disposed of for Cosin's use
then he is in the capacity to do good service in these particulars.

1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 4-5

CLB.2,3 n.d. [July 16607]

A note of the tythes and p[ro]fitts of Elwicke.
1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 5

CLB.2,4 21 July 1660

Letter from William Blakiston to Dr Cosin. Concerning Mr Bowy's claim to title of the
tithes of the parish of Elwick. Blakiston asked the parishioners to refrain from paying
their tithes until Bowy's claim was brought to trial. They agreed to this. He then brought
Bowy before them. Bowy cited the King's proclamation against forceable entries which
Blakiston refuted. He then claimed that the King had taken away pluralities. Blakiston
answered that this was untrue but if the King did, Cosin would not surrender the parish
to Bowie. Blakiston wished that he could bring Bowy to trial over this as he did not think
Bowie would come to court.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 5-6
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CLB.2,5 7 August 1660

Letter from Christopher Mickleton to John Cosin. Mickleton states that he has put into
execution the orders dated 23 June 1660 received from the House of Lords which
decreed that the tithes, glebes and other profits of the rectory of Elwick and other
ecclesiastical livings belonging to John Cosin who had been illegally sequestered and
ejected during the late wars, be secured in the hands of churchwardens and overseers
of the poor of Elwick until his title to them shall be determined by a further order of
Parliament. Mickleton's son was acting with Mr Shadforth and Mr Blakeston on Cosin's
behalf in Elwick.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 6-8

CLB.2,6 11 October 1660

Letter from Christopher Mickleton to Dr Cosin. Mickleton congratulates Cosin on being
created bishop of Durham but refers principally to the outcome of the trial of Mr Bowy,
who has been allowed to stay until the 23 October to convey away his goods. Mickleton
has forwarded a copy of the order which was made at the last assizes to Cosin and
intends to wait upon him at London.

3ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 8

CLB.2, 6A 11 October 1660
Letter from Christopher Mickleton to Dr Cosin.
1f.

CLB.2, 7 20 December 1660

Letter from Christopher Mickelton to Dr Cosin. Concerning Cosin's desire to know how
many knight's fees are held by the bishop of Durham, which are detailed on folio 7A.
Mickleton promises to learn who are 'the most leading men' for the election of burgesses
for Allerton and Allertonshire and sends his assurance that he will forward a copy of the
patent for the office of Prothonotary onto Mr Raddiley and Cosin. Mickleton offers his
service to Sir Gilbert Gerard and Mr Morgan if Cosin should send them to Durham.

2ff.

CLB.2,8 24 December 1660

Letter from Christopher Mickelton to Dr Cosin. Enclosing a copy of the patent grant of
the office of Clerk/Prothonotary of the court of pleas of Durham, which he was appointed
to by the king and expressing his desire to continue in the said office under Cosin.
Reports on the difficulty of carrying out the business of tenures concerning wardship
revenues on account of the limited access Mickleton has to the necessary books and
records at present in the hands of others.

2ff.
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CLB.2,9 29 January 1661

Letter from Christopher Mickelton to Dr Cosin. Mickleton is pleased to hear that Bishop
Cosin has appointed Sir Thomas Widdrington to the office of Temporal Chancellor. He
will be glad to see Sir Gilbert Gerard in the county. He has searched all the records for
the Chancery of William James, Bishop of Durham, and hoped to get through to Bishop
Richard Neile's time for the yearly profits of the tenures and wardships belonging to the
bishop. He stopped because of the dissolution of Parliament. He suggests that there
will be some difficulty in discovering the true value from the several bishop stewards
that have been here before since most are dead except Mr Parsons, now living in or
about London and Mr Withers the poet who was once Bishop Howson's steward.

1f.

CLB.2, 10 15 February 1661

Letter from Christopher Mickelton to Dr Cosin. Promises to send to Cosin a true extract
of what the rolls 'afford' during the times of Bishop James and Bishop Neile. Mickleton
thanks Cosin for allowing him to get stones out of his quarries at Broken Walls and
assures him that there will still be enough for Cosin's use and that of his successors.
Informs Cosin that there are no slates to be found at the quarry at Broken Walls and
that he had to buy all his slates at quarries near Esh. Concludes with details of the house
he is repairing opposite to Mr Farrer's and that he will give Mr. Shadforth the details of
disbursements in the suit against John Bowy.

2ff.

CLB.2, 11 22 February 1661

Letter from Christopher Mickelton to Dr Cosin. Mickleton had hoped to send up to Cosin
a perfect return of what he had found in the rolls in the Chancery of Durham but was
hindered by not having the rolls in his possession. He has completed the rolls in the
times of Bishop James and Bishop Neile as to wardships and liveries and has enclosed
with them another branch which used to form part of the Court of Wards and Liveries
namely Licences and Pardons of Alienation. He has written out ten sheets of pay to
make a full account of the clear profit which Cosin should receive next week, along with
Mr Mathew’s opinion and value and his upon the same. He has enclosed a certificate
from the workmen of his Lordship’s quarry to confirm what he told Cosin regarding his
getting stones out of the quarry at Broken Walls.

2ff.

CLB.2, 12 23 February 1661

Letter from Commissioners to Treat with Purchasers of Bishops' Lands. C. Harbord,
Denzel Holles, Richard Newman, Valentia Portland to Dr Cosin. Requesting Cosin to
respond to a petition received by the Star Chamber from Thomas Lascells of North
Allerton in the county of York. Cosin is asked to treat with the petitioner regarding Lascell’s
purchase of various offices, royalties and lands in the manner of Northallerton which
originally belonged to the bishop of Durham. In failing to come to an agreement with the
petitioner the Star Chamber desires Cosin to inform them on how the matter stands by
Saturday 27th April in order that they may proceed with the matter.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 18
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CLB.2, 13 n.d. [March/April 1661]

Letter from John Cosin to the right honourable the Lords and other Commissioners
appointed by his Majesty to treat with the purchasers of bishops' lands. Cosin has not
heard of any offices and royalties belonging to the bishop of Durham in the manner of
Northallerton and believes that the petitioner has purchased some tenements though
not at the price he claims. In regards to the lands the petitioner holds by lease from the
former bishops of Durham, Cosin intends not to disturb his present possession as long
he observes the terms of his leases. Cosin accuses the petitioner and others joining
with him of dividing diverse lands in the manner of Allerton for their own benefit and
suggests that the petitioner has destroyed a great fish pond there for his own profit,
disregarding the respondent’s claim as chief lord. Cosin informed the petitioner that he
could not renew his lease until the Commissioners ‘had been upon the place’ but Lassells
refused the respondent’s offer to treat with the Commissioners as he might have done.
1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 19-20

CLB.2, 14 8 April 1661

Letter from Richard Neile to Mr Miles Stapylton. Neile informs Stapylton of the health of
his wife who began to be ill about Wednesday or Thursday night.

2ff.

CLB.2, 15 10 April 1661

Letter from Richard Neile to Mr Miles Stapylton. Neile notifies Stapylton that the bill of
Uniformity was passed in the House of Lords, his wife’s iliness is much abated; and the
queen [Catherine of Braganza] sets out from Portugal either today or tomorrow.

2ff.

CLB.2, 16 19 April 1661

Letter from Richard Neile to Mr Miles Stapylton. Informing Stapylton that his wife is much
better and his father, mother and son are all well.

2ff.

CLB.2, 17 21 May 1661

Letter from Christopher Mickelton to Dr Cosin. In response to Cosin’s request via his
solicitor to deliver the records belonging to the Court of Pleas within the county palatinate
of Durham into his custody, Mickleton will only do so if he will receive a lawful and
sufficient discharge. Mickleton reminds Cosin of the work he did last summer in gaining
the king’s permission to erect the Court at Durham, as well as his efforts on behalf of
Cosin and Mr Shadforth to obtain possession of ecclesiastical lands in county Durham.
He requests that Cosin reimburse him for the personal expenses he accrued during
these projects.

3ff.
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CLB.2, 18 21 May 1661

Letter from Christopher Mickelton to Dr Cosin. Informing Cosin that Sir Gilbert Gerrard
appointed Mickleton as his deputy of the Court of Pleas for the day it was in session but
afterwards would not confirm Mickleton’s appointment to the said office. Mickleton
believes that some other person desiring the office has prejudiced Sir Gilbert against
him or that he offended Sir Gilbert when he told him that the profit of the Court of Pleas
was very small. Mickleton has delivered the court book of the proceeding and of his work
as deputy to Sir Gilbert, to Mr Maskall, who was appointed deputy of the Court of Pleas
on Sir Gilbert’s departure. He has not delivered the records of fines and recoveries of
lands until he has a legal discharge from the patent. The other proceedings in this king’s
time he hopes to deliver to court before any Assises come.

2ff.

CLB.2, 19 [August] 1661

The charge of the Assizes held at Durham the 12 day of August 1661.
Household expenses August 18-25.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 310-11

CLB.2,20 17 September 1661

Letter from Gilbert Crouche to Dr Cosin, informing him that he has received his
Commission that evening from the Lord Chancellor. He has left ushers with the Clerk
of the Communal and all terms and instructions relating to the Lieutenancy of Durham
will be directed to Cosin. Church shares Cosin’s opinion that the hard fees should pay
for the commissions which relate to the king’s service and Cosin’s trouble. The writer
concludes with a discussion of income and expenditure as well as news of the fleet at
Argiers. Postscript; the deputy Lieutenants must be approved of by his Majesty before
they can act.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 29-30

CLB.2,21 20 November 1661

Letter from John Farrer to Miles Stapylton, upon his journey back requesting Mr
Stapylton’s assistance with the queen’s rent. He asks Stapylton to pay in the £100 turned
by Mr Marshall and to send him down Mr Longe’s acquittance for the same and also to
get a debenter from Mr Spackman for 1662, 1661 and the half year 1660 with details of
the allowance of officers and pensions.

2ff.

CLB.2, 22 4 January 1661/2

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton, stating that he is ready to dispatch Mr
Boughty when he comes and has spoken with Nicholas Bell regarding the contract he
made with Mr Fetherston. Mrs Gerard knows something but not all of her brother and
Neile will send Stapylton a note when he has spoken to her husband who knows all.
2ff.

Printed: Ornsby footnote. ii, 313
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CLB.2, 23 7 January 1661/2

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Staplyton, including news of Stapylton’s wife and son
who sends her husband her ‘best love’. The writer has received two letters for Stapylton,
one from Doctor Smalewood about the dispatch of his Institution and the other from Mr

Swinborne concerning some aspersion Mr Farrer charges him with.
2ff.

CLB.2,24 14 January 1661/2

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton, expressing his hope that Stapylton is well
and requesting that he sends him news about how things are there. All his friends
remember their service to him and he has enclosed a letter from his wife. Neile has been
told that there is a new house in the row of buildings by the park wall at Auckland near
the bridge and requests that Stapylton inquires after it.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby, footnote ii, 86

CLB.2, 25 n.d. [January 1662]

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton. He has received Stapylton’s letter from
York and was glad to hear that he is well. The writer was pleased that Stapylton took
his advice regarding the cropper as he believes that it would have proved very
troublesome to have fitted it on every horse and wished that he had lent him now a
‘lessie Sadle’. He has sent to Dr Smalwoods and Mr Brabant'’s Institution two little bundles
and desires that Stapylton take care for their delivery as he will find there also a comb
brush sent to him by his wife. He requests that Stapylton send him his address as he
has directed his post to Dr. Naylor’s.

2ff.

CLB.2,26 22 January 1661/2

Letter from John Cosin to Miles Stapylton (at Mr Farrar's house in Durham). Cosin's son
(windbound gentleman) at Gravesend is not to be assisted, bid for parliamentary
representation for Co Durham passed over in Parliament along with his claim for £25,000
[to pay for the Scots army after Newburn in 1640].

1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 86-7

CLB.2, 27 23 January 1661/2

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton (at Mr Farrer's House in Durham). Sorry to
hear of his journey and of Madame Anne's distemper. He saw Stapylton's wife this
afternoon; she will write tonight. Mr Sandcroft, Neile's sister (Stapylton's goddaughter),
Mr Forder, Mr Bricknoll and wife, are all well. Mr Lascells is with him so could he send
speedily any instructions about the Spennymoor business.

1f.
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CLB.2, 28 20 January 1661/2

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton (at Mr John Farrer's house in Durham).
Cosin's speech in parliament about the £20,000 for Co Durham; Ryton Common
enclosure, a 1641 decree and Mr Heath; letter from Mr ?Fumes of Crayke; Mr Sandcroft's
sermon at Whitehall before the king; letting of the glebe at ?Houghton; failed to see Mr
Flower, re a decree involving Mr Swinburne and Mr Franklin, in the bishop's book of
records taken to Sir Thomas Widdrington; prepare for the Act coming out by establishing
the terms on which clerks hold [their benefices]; Long Newton rectory, Crayke, suggesting
Mr Fumes remove to Eglingham to accommodate Mr Burton; Captain Butteie asking for
a poor cottage at Shadforth for Anthony Huntley; Johnson for Washington rectory on Dr
Triplett's resignation.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby, footnote ii, 87

CLB.2,29 30 January 1661/2

Letter from John Cosin to Mr Stapylton and Mr Farrer (at Mr Farrer's house in Durham).
Not bothered by the justices' proceedings with Sir Edward Smith, role of Charles Blakiston,
leases for coal, lead compouned with the mayor and aldermen of Durham, Mr Howard's
lease, Dowthwaite's lease, needs a rent book for the bishoprick and to know how he
stands with the sheriff and the gaoler, Mr Bowser to report on the Auckland chapel
wooden roof and the windows.

1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 88-9

CLB.2, 30 1 February 1661/2

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton (at John Farrer's house in Durham).
[Durham] castle buttresses outside the gate to be demolished, Tanfield colliery lease
and Lord Gerrard, castle [?Black] staircase to complement the chapel one, alterations
to chapel and hall roofs, Mr Bouser's view on accounts, to include a lantern as on
Auckland castle chapel, Dowthwaite tenants at Auckland to be dismissed for removing
wood.

2ff.

CLB.2, 31 4 February 1661/2

Letter from John Dickinson to Miles Stapylton.

Asking him to send the £12 owed him as per his bill, as his need is great.
1f.

CLB.2, 32 8 February [1662]

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton (at Mr John Farrer's House in Durham).
Regarding a missing 20s and a further 54s found missing from a payment to Stapylton
and disputes over the money with Mr Shaw at Alderman Backwell’s, intention to inform
Alderman Backwell of the matter, refers Stapylton to Neile and Bricknell for his own
character reference.

2ff.
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CLB.2, 33 8 February 1661/2

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton (at Mr John Farrer's house in Durham).
Received Stapylton’s letter of February 3, has been attended to by a surgeon for the
palate of his mouth which is so down that he cannot speak, spit or drink, and he will
write to Stapylton’s wife when recovered; business with Mr Golding, Act of Parliament
has come to a stop and Mr Burton’s response, discussing a matter of plate and missing
sum of money with Shaw and Arden, Dr Triplett resigned the rectory in Washington and
refers the matter to Stapylton, Mr Sandcroft presents his services ‘with care of his
business’, Neile’s sister and Stapylton’s friends send their services, greetings to Mr
Farrer and his wife, and love to his wife, ‘This here | received from your maide just now’.
1f.

CLB.2, 34 11 February [1662]

Letter from Edward Arden to [Miles Stapylton].

In answer to a letter responding to Arden’s letter of February 4, Mr Wilkinson’s lease
length, Mr Barnes and Alderman Airson not agreed, a mill and coronership, repairs of
the staiths in Howdenshire, Dr Broome’s accounts and charges for court dinners, £100
granted to his lordship by Commission of Sewers to be paid by purchasers, tenants and
undertenants at Pinders Flatt in Skelton, inquiry into lease values of unlet properties,
business with the Commission of Sewers and the staiths, Mr Ailestrie and a lease in
York, desires a report of the boring at Hollerbush Colliery, Ralph Douthwaite to deliver
up his lease, Mr Turner chosen for his lordship’s Council and a warrant or commission
is being drawn up, questions for the commissioners regarding Easington tenants, Whiston
and Jefferson leases, caution about leasing land around Auckland Castle, ‘my humble
service to Mr Solicitor General’, recording the true value of farms for all tenants who
have yet to lease, visiting Howdenshire with Mr Barnes, an enclosed surrender to be
signed, sealed, and returned speedily, greetings to Mr Farrer and his wife.

2ff.

CLB.2, 35 13 February 1661/2

Letter from John Cosin to Miles Stapylton (at Mr John Farrer's House in Durham).
Roofs at Auckland, postponing construction of Durham Castle [?black] stairs until Cosin
can be present, how many rooms are finished in Durham Castle as he does not want
to stay outside it, though it will probably not be ready for the yearly entertainment of the
Assize Judges, business regarding a rental Cosin had Stapylton make, desires Mr
Farrers’ accounts, no advances from the commissioners, obstinate tenants at Easington,
Shotton, Newbottle, etc, Stapylton to go to York & Howdenshire to settle accounts with
Dr Broome (enclosed letter for Broome), review all leases (enclosed account of yearly
values), business with Mr Asleby of York regarding leases in Howdenshire, Neile and a
lease with a mill, Mr Barnes and money received from the Commissioners of Sewers
for the purchases of ? of the staiths.

1f.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 90 (partial extract)
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CLB.2, 36 13 February 1661/2

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton (at Mr John Farrer’s House in Durham)
The two sides of broken wall Stapylton describes are the two buttresses within the Castle
Gate which the bishop wants removed, the outside stone case for the [black] staircase
at the end of the Gallery [in Durham Castle] should be raised as high as the staircase
at the Chapel end of the Gallery, making the turret, outside stonework and windows on
the new stair as like the existing stair as possible, is the masons’ work included in the
£40 for building the stairs, the bishop is ‘not so fond of the Joyners fancy else as to
bestow so much money’ unless the two staircases suitably answer each other on entering
the Castle Gate, disagreement over difference of price for altering two roofs at Auckland,
Stapylton makes it £146 and Mr Bowser makes it £100, the carpenter has only boarded
the Chapel roof and charges £30 for alterations which the bishop thinks too costly, Robert
Morley’s last contract, Stapylton returned a note which Arden meant to send to Mr
Jackson, Dr Broome’s displeasure over a letter, sends his service and wishes for good
health to Mr Farrer, Stapylton to prevail on Arden’s behalf with Mr Humes to return
Arden’s part of the money in arrears before Lady Day or else Arden will lose his credit
[in London?]

2ff.

CLB.2, 37 15 February 1661/2

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton (at Mr John Farrer’s House in Durham)
Hopes Stapylton received by the last post a letter from his wife that Neile paid Stapylton’s
wife the £40 as directed, he received Stapylton’s letter of February 2, Huntley’s business,
concerning the matter of a lease and Mr Farrer, Mr Pearson’s counsel to the bishop
regarding a possible mistake in a letter Neile sent the Commission, the parsons concerned
to receive instructions from the bishop, Dickinson answers what has he to do with Mr
Cosin’s business and Stapylton should write to my lord himself, the Chancellor’s ability
to give licences, Mr Merkendale has been there and got the start of Stapylton’s letter
and took orders of an Irish Bishop, but without letters dimissory, and got a letter of
commendation, business with Mr Church, next letter to discuss Shaw, tell Mr Heath &
Mr Barkas that he came out of the Country and needs to have a list of who are to be
justices and who of the quorum), wants to know their valuations of Hargill and the other
collieries, with ‘the major etc’ at Durham, Mr Farrer to write to Mr Danby for his half year’s
rent, Neile will write similary to Mr Humes for Hawcloses, whose lease is to be changed
from Mr Cosin to Mr Arden, Stapylton’s friends well, service to Mr Farrer, his wife, and
son, and from Neile’s wife.

2ff.

43



Cosin Letter-Books
Cosin Letter-book 2

CLB.2, 38 20 February [1662]

Letter from Edward Arden to his worthy friend Mr Miles Stapylton

Replying to Stapylton’s letter of February 11, Mr Allison’s rent, Business with Dr Broome’s
accounts of court dinners, salary, and rents owed to the bishop, arrears of £460, Mr
Aslebye, [archbishop] of York’s Register, offered the bishop £300 for a lease, Mr Wilkinson
sold his 19 years in his lease to Mr Raine for 9 years purchase and they now ask £500
for it, to organise repairing the staithes in Howdenshire, Mr Hawly did repairs in Bishop
Morton’s time for less than £60 per annum though repairs might cost rather more if there
is a stormy winter, enquire how the £100 from the Commission of Sewers was spent
and how others have levied fines, Arden will write with counsel’s opinion, Stapylton’s
surrender arrived safely, the new rules Mr Swinborne propounded to give to the bishop’s
Commission and the bishop’s displeasure, Stapylton to find the ffittest, honestest, ablest
man’ to repair the staithes for less than £60 per annum, Mr Neile does not remember
his youth at Mr Backwell’s unless Arden goes with him to a tavern and gets Backwell to
relate the business, hopes Stapylton does not catch anything in Howdenshire unlike Mr
Farrer, letters for Arden to be addressed to the bishop and a cross drawn under the seal,
otherwise the bishop pays for all the post, otherwise mark Mr Neile’s letters with an o.
2ff.

CLB.2, 39 [February 1662]

Letter from Edward Arden to Mr Miles Stapylton at the Half Moon in Howden, Yorkshire
Cosin questions how he passed the Confirmation of the Stockton division as Mr Farrer
and Arden are ignorant of it, in response to Stapylton’s letters of February 3 and 5 the
bishop wrote to Dr Broome that Mr Belt should have 20 marks if he deserved so much
and refers the matter to Stapylton, Dr Broome’s 2 rolls for the 2 years ‘perfitted’ and
conduct money, and he does not have the former Receiver’s benefit of the horse gates
in Cow Close, Stapylton to receive Howden rents 4 times per year, the bishop to be
disengaged of Mr Melly and replace him with Mr Barnerd, the bishop is troubled about
the sad news out of Howden, Mrs Nelthrops and the grand lease, counsel from Mr
Thomas Widdrington, disagreement over the value of the oxgang at Walkington - 20d
the acre per annum or over 40s per oxgang — and leasing, the value of 2 mills in Welton,
Ellarkar Milne and Robert Heath’s lease, the lease in Skelton should be Aislecroft,
Whitcroft, and Moorefield, determining the acreage in Skelton and Saltmarsh for a
proposition, Arden and Mr Sanders, Stapylton to prevent the threatened ruin of Bishop’s
Meadow, rebuilding the windmill at Wheel Hall, fishing leases on the Ouse and Derwent,
maintaining the profit of the town fair at Howden, leasing the fishing upon Ouse and
Derwent at highest possible yearly rate, Arden to speak with Nelthrops about repairing
their mill, he will write about the Commission of Sewers’ letter and caution in his next
letter, “The Queen was left (by Mr Montague who came from her) not far from Sillie Island
and we expect hourly to hear of her landing’, passing of the Act of Uniformity.

2ff.
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CLB.2,40 4 March [1662]

Letter from Edward Arden to his respected friend Mr Miles Stapylton at Mr Farrer’'s House
in Durham

The bishop has given his acquittance to Dr Broome and expects a bond for the payment
of rents and other money received for the bishop’s use, the bishop is concerned that
the staithes are well looked after, disputes with the workmen who wanted them built
higher and further into the river when Mr Hawley oversaw the work, the need for a good
and honest overseer to save money now that the staithes are in good repair, Stapylton
to review the work if still in Howdenshire, Stapylton to get information on Pinders Flatt
in Skelton which Hawley says is about 2 acres of land and is let to a woman for 40s per
annum, the bishop’s desire to enter into a contract with Hawley, the bishop to leave
London immediately after Easter, ‘direct your letter to my Lord with my name on one
side’.

2ff.

CLB.2,41 4 March 1661/2

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton at Mr Farrer's House in Durham.
Received Stapylton’s letter of 15 February; news of the Commission sent to Dr Naylor
concerning Wellington; Dr Triplett's resignation and Mr Sandcroft made prebendary of
the 9th Prebend; news from Parliament and the hopes to adjourn before Easter; the
business regarding Stapylton’s sword, pistols, and holsters; Lady and SE? Gilbert’s
lease, the bishop and Peterborough; reporting on time spent with Bishop Cosin and
disputation about religion and papists, business with the tailor, Mr Douthly has received
his orders, hopes Stapylton has ‘escaped the ltch’, writing the bishop’s Book of Articles
of Visitation for the press, leaves to Stapylton’s discretion to speak of Mr Cosin to his
friends or not, Mr Tongue’s journey, Stapylton’s friends are well.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 312-13 (extract)

CLB.2,42 5 March 1661/2

Letter from John Cosin to Miles Stapylton at Durham.

Business with Mr Tongue and an assignment of the lease of the Chester Moor colliery
and the £1000 pound bond of Dr Gilbert Gerrard, Dr William Blaxton, Mr William Blakiston
of Pittington, and Mr Tongue for payment of the rent.

2ff.

CLB.2,43 11 March 1661/2

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at Mr John Farrer’'s House in Durham.
The bishop received Stapylton’s letter of the 4th, the bishop will not stop in York to meet
Howden tenants, business regarding Commissioners of Sewers and £100, business
regarding a forfeited copyhold, business with tenants who would treat, preparing leases
in trust for expired leases, business about repairing and finishing the staithes and Mr
Hawley’s comments, the bishop not satisfied with accounts for the staithes, Alderman
Backwell has still not questioned William about the bishop’s lost money, Arden needs
Humes to return his money, Mr Neile to write with the news, services to Mr Farrer and
his wife, Mr Samuel Davison, Mayor William Belasyse, business with Mr Gabriel Jackson,
services to Mr Solicitor and Stapylton.

2ff.
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CLB.2, 44 [March 1662]

Letter from Edward Arden to Mr Miles Stapylton.

Thomas Widdrington’s and others’ opinions on the Commissioners of Sewers’ ability to
levy fines, the bishop does not want to lose £100 from the Commissioners, received
Stapylton’s letter of the 23rd from York, business regarding ‘Beasts or Cowe in Mr Humes
hands’, Mr Allison’s rent, discussion about Dr Broome’s accounts and fee and whether
he is entitled to it, Booth’s Staith remains unfinished and the bishop desires accounts,
Arden’s vexation with Humes over his money and would replace him as chapman, John
Tongue’s secret dinner with Bishop Cosin, Stapylton to make the best account possible
from Dr Broome’s disordered papers, purchases for Durham Castle and the bishop’s
possible return around Lady Day, seeking a renter for Sinamise?.

2ff.

CLB.2,45 7 March 1661/2

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton at Mr John Farrer’s house in Durham.
Received Stapylton’s letter of February 22 by the Saturday post and his letter of March
7 containing the commission which he will dispatch, Stapylton should have received
Neile’s last letter which would have prevented Stapylton’s of the 20th; the bishop and
business with Mr B about the Commission of the Peace; having a search made for the
Copy of Patent of the Keepership of Darneson House and the Bailiwick of Coatham
Mundeville concerning Major Norton and Mr Charles Gerrard; needs a copy of the lease
for Sinnimire; further business with Bishop Cosin regarding his trip, his man’s wages,
and books, clothes, and linen left with Dr Naylor, and payments to Mr Forder; accounts
of Hargill Colliery; Mr Heath and Mr Swinburne to be assignees in the counsel to Mr
Anthony Pearson, and the bishop’s business; summary of the news, including the Queen’s
landing within a fortnight, the Bill of Uniformity is ‘in a good forwardness’, Sir George
Downing Agent for his Majesty in Holland is taking Okey, Barkstead (Stapylton’s friend
at the Tower), and Miles Corbett, to the king, they are king’s judges and concerned with
a hanging, dealings with Lady Cornbury the Chancellor’s daughter, Sir Arthur Hasilrig
and the signet involving Lord Brookes.

2ff.

CLB.2,46 11 [March 1662]

Letter from John Farrer to Miles Stapylton at Mr Saunder’s house in Colemans Street,
LondOn.

Hesitant to pay Sir Gilbert Gerard his fee, Colonel’'s Morgan’s consent, £14 of Sir William
Turner; Mrs Farrer asks Stapylton to inquire about the terms and charge of the
gentlewoman’s school in Clerkenwell for Stapylton’s daughter Valentine to board for a
year with a maid; Bishop Cosin’s journey fixed for 20th of this month; business with Mr
Church and £120 which Mr Arden says must be divided among four people close to the
bishop.

2ff.

46



Cosin Letter-Books
Cosin Letter-book 2

CLB.2,47 13 March [1662]

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at Mr John Farrers house in Durham.

Mr Stapylton to write to the Commissioners of the Sewers on Bishop Cosin’s behalf,
business regarding the £100 promised from the Commissioners, business about the
copyhold, repairing, and letting of the Holden Dyke Staiths concerning Mr Stapylton, Mr
Farrer, and Mr Barnes; Bishop Cosin ‘imploying us perpetually day and night’;
commentary regarding balancing Mr Farrer’s accounts from 1660 and 1661 and reading
Colonel Morgan’s accounts; update on Bishop Cosin’s resolution to not ‘submit or seeke
to’ his father; services to Mr Farrer and wife.

2ff.

CLB.2,48 15 March [1662]

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at Mr John Farrers house in Durham.

Dr Broome’s dissatisfaction with the terms of the receiver’s job, business with the
Commissioners of Sewers in Howdenshire regarding levying the £100, gathering rents
and arrears due in Dr Broome’s place and repairing staiths; a dispute between Mr Hume
at Crayke and a Quaker regarding a cow; business regarding copyholds in Howden,
tenants whose leases have expired or would stay, and settling fines; addressing Dr
Broome’s ‘waspish’ letters to Bishop Cosin; Stapylton’s letters will be left for him in York.
2ff.

CLB.2,49 March [1662]

Letter from William Flower to Miles Stapylton at his house or at the Bishop’s Castle.
Received letter from Mr Stapylton Wednesday week; news regarding the Proclamation
against Conventicles and from Parliament; discussion of the king’s finances, imprests
on wine, brandy & tobacco, being backwards in preparations at sea compared to the
French, also the Spaniards; has not read books from Stapylton; desires the return of
institutions by the next post so he can enter the names of parsons instituted; Mr Davenport
is married, and a pair of gloves for the Dean of St Paul’s; news from the Committee of
Knights and Burgesses; ‘all our coach horses are dead but 2’ and uncertainty about
when Flower can visit for induction; Mr Arden, the Demesne Book, and correcting the
arrears of the Stockton tenants; the motion for ‘deans and chapters for enlarging money
for the king’ was quashed; accounts of transactions. Postscripts: communicate further
on all these affairs, payment of a bill.

1f.

CLB.2,50 15 March 1661/2

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton at Mr John Farrers house in Durham.
Business brought by Stevenson regarding leases of Widow Lackenby and Mr Parkinson,
and a rectification of the division of Carleton, and Bishops Cosin’s instructions regarding
them; inquiry about post; inquiry about making returns on commissions for institutions.
2ff.
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CLB.2, 51 22 March 1661/2

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton.

Received Stapylton’s letter of March 15th, instructions to write business needing Bishop
Cosin’s attention on separate enclosed sheet, Bishop Cosin’s journey beyond seas and
meeting with the sect of papists ‘he is and was of’, mention of a WB and commands
from a college, discussion of a payment made for Bishop Cosin’s man to Mr Brickwell
and money lent for a pair of shoes, business regarding a coat and money to settle with
the tailor, regarding Stapylton’s letter of the 18th and Mr Sandcroft, query over the
undertenancy of Hargill colliery.

1f.

CLB.2, 52 23 March 1662

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton at Mr Saunder’s house in Coleman Street,
London.

Enclosed unsealed letter from Bishop Cosin for Stapylton to read and deliver with all
speed, the bishop staying at least a fortnight longer due to slow recovery, reply to be
forwarded to the deputy lieutenant and justices of the peace if it misses Bishop Cosin;
desire for the king to adjourn Parliament; services to Stapylton’s wife.

2ff.

CLB.2, 53 25 March 1662

Letter from Thomas Mascall to Miles Stapylton.

Reporting results of inquiry made for Stapylton, George Hume provided the name Crayke,
identification of a John Hume clerk, rector of Crayke parish church, in the Covenant
Book, and his writs against John Walker and John Crayke from 26 December last, and
how to dispose of a lease; desires news of the money sent by John Goldsbrough to Mr
Charles Allenson of Crayke and to Mascall’s sister in York; desires news of the replevin
concerning Thomas Beckforth.

1f.

CLB.2, 54 24 March 1662

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton at Mr Saunder’s house in Coleman Street,
London.

Seeking clarification of Sir Thomas Widdrington’s reply and if the clause in a new
commission concerning Richmond is the same clause taken from the commission for
Dr Naylor, which cannot be found, whether Sir Gilbert has the commission, and desiring
answers by the next post; Neile’s father wrote to Bishop Cousin that Stapylton said
Cosin’s journey would begin 19th March, Stapylton to say no more about travel plans
as Bishop Cosin’s health fluctuates with the weather.

1f.
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CLB.2,55 29 March 1662 [1663 ?]

Letter from Anthony Pearson to Bishop Cosin.

Late leaving Durham yesterday because it was market day; gave Mr Steward an account
for Bishop Cosin and Neile’s paper; will prepare something regarding the Queen’s
business of 1643; seeks licence to attend duties at the assizes and to go to Richmond
to speak with Sir Joseph Cradocke; instructing Mr Neile to understand Mr Holmes’s
papers; business regarding settling accounts for the last two years, including Mr Farrer’s
charges and Mr Holmes addressing arrears; reporting that the high sheriff said at the
county court that bailiffs not accounting for estreats should be turned out; discussion of
Dr Broome’s lack of cooperation regarding his accounts, demands for allowances never
before demanded, omission of rents and profits, promise to meet with Pearson in York,
and payments due from Dr Broome including money left with the Mayor of Durham and
money due from Mr Donne.

2ff.

CLB.2,56 n.d.[1662]

Letter from D[urant] H[otham] to Mr Jenkins at York.

Discussion of Bishop Cosin’s current standing with the Commissioners of Sewers and
the case before the Court of Sewers, with special attention to new complaints from
copyholders whose land was ‘drowned’ by broken banks.

Hotham was at Cambridge when Cosin was Vice-Chancellor. Letter 2, 58 below, Arden
to Stapylton, states that this letter is a copy of one sent to Mr Jenkins at York, written
by Durant Hotham.

2ff.

CLB.2, 57 3 April 1662

Patent of Bishop Cosin appointing Miles Stapylton his attorney and agent in Howden
and Howdenshire in York; requires all accounts of Philip Browme, Doctor, the bishop’s
receiver there, dating back to the day of the last bishop’s death; gives Stapylton oversight
for the repair of the dams, banks, and staiths, on the River Humber in Howdenshire and
to receive the accounts of Philip Browme; and Stapylton to be the bishop’s representative
to the Commissioners of Sewers in Howdenshire. [Referenced in 2,58, enclosed with
2,60]

1f.
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CLB.2,58 3 April 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at London to Miles Stapylton at the Half Moon in Howden
near York.

Received letters of 21 March from Durham and 31 March from Howden; Stapylton to
treat with tenants who want to renew; business regarding the value and leasing of Pinders
Flatt and concerning Hawley, the Widow Dunne’s acquittances, and Sir William Allenson;
Hawley means to arrest Widow Dunne for arrears due to him and there is an enclosure
from Hawley; Mr Neile sending Stapylton a deputation from Bishop Cosin to receive
rents and arrears and oversee the staiths (2,57); business concerning reviewing Dr
Broome’s accounts and allowances, reclaiming the rest of Bishop Cosin’s money from
Dr Broome or Cosin will sue for it, 20 marks for Dr Broome’s kinsman, and Arden’s
opinion on Dr Broome’s personality; Bishop Cosin’s need for money ‘for he has not had
6d in cash this 3 weeks’ and Arden’s confidential financial support; Mr Charles Gerrard
and wife’s upcoming trip to Darlington; Mr Hawley’s bragging about work on Staith
foundations and Arden’s attempts to temper him; business concerning sealing the
conveyance of the Chester Colliery involving Stapylton, Mr Tongue, Sir G. Gerrard,
business concerning an order Bishop Cosin gave Dr Broome for the Court at Howden;
Enclosed copy of a letter (2,56) from Durand Hotham to Mr Jenkins of York, who
forwarded it to Bishop Cosin, who gives Stapylton authority to consult with Hotham; Mr
Hawley reports that Sir Philip Monkton had the allowed conduct money; instructions if
Dr Broome wishes to continue as receiver.

Postscript: asking direction for future letters.

2ff.

CLB.2,59 15 April 1662

Petition from James Scott rector of Ford to John [Cosin] bishop of Durham, about not
being paid as rector of Ford parish and a dispute with Sir Robert Carr, the heirs of Mr
Thomas Carr, and Mr John Ratcliffe, parishioners, and asking to be exempted from
paying the first fruits.

1f.

CLB.2,60 3 April 1662

Letter from Richard Neile at London to Miles Stapylton at the Half Moon in Howden.
Enclosed commission from Bishop Cosin (2,57) for Stapylton, and instructions that
Stapylton is not to ‘hinder or interrupt’ Dr Broome’s execution of his office as long as he
is acting in accordance with the bishop’s wishes.

Postcript: T S Claire/Sinclair? presents his services.

1f.

CLB.2,61 5 April 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at London to Miles Stapylton.

Mr Stapylton’s wife is ill with a fever, town full of ‘untoward fevers’, Mr Neile to visit her
the next day and send more news; hopes Stapylton received his Commission in the last
post; business with Mr Wiltshire representing Mr Kir[?], tenant of the Bishop’s Meadows
in Howdenshire, who wishes to renew the life left in his lease, Stapylton to discern the

true value of the meadow and take ‘frequent over flowing’ into consideration; Arden in

want of health and Bishop Cosin ill from a ‘it of the stone’.

1f.
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CLB.2,62 17 April 1661/2

Letter from Richard Neile at London to Miles Stapylton at Mr Thomas Smith's, the Half
Moon, Howden.

Enclosed letter with bad news regarding Stapylton’s wife who is ill with fever and ague,
Neile to visit and send more by the next post; a velvet coat and waistcoat; reiterates
Bishop Cosin’s instructions for Stapylton’s commission regarding the handling of Dr
Broome and accounts; Bishop Cosin suffered a ‘vehement fit of the stone’ the night
before but the worst has past; greetings from friends; desires his address for the next
letters.

2ff.

CLB.2, 63 8 April 1661/2

Letter from Edward Arden, London to Miles Stapylton [no place indicated]. Sorry that
news of Stapylton's wife's illness via Mr Neile is not good, but there are many fevers
and agues in town. Dispute with Dr Broome over money due to the Bishop's Court that
he will not settle, and procedures suggested to enforce a settlement.

1f.

CLB.2, 64 [mid April 1661/2]

Letter from Edward Arden, London to Miles Stapylton at the Half Moon, Howden.
Received Stapylton’s letter of 12 [April] from York, supposes Stapylton missed his
Commission; instructions for if Dr Broome wishes to change his patent; Bishop Cosin
is pleased Dr Broome will settle the accounts and Stapylton is to ‘follow him close’;
Bishop Cosin is pleased with Stapylton's proceedings with the Commissioners of Sewers;
Mr Bernard is to be kept as steward of the bishop’s courts in Howden and Stapylton is
to empower him, Mr Delavall only has claim to the position if he would live in the north,
Mr Headley was recommended by Dr Broome, issues with tenants; Stapylton is to inquire
of an honest man to be under steward, Bishop Cosin will not approve any of Phillipps’
suggests; Dr Broome and other receivers required to give bonds in order to retrieve
money in case of mortality; Charles Gerrard and his wife left on the York coach on April
15.

1f.

CLB.2,65 17 April 1661/2

Letter from Richard Neile, [London] to Miles Stapylton at the Half Moon, Howden.
Stapylton’s wife in better health, and his son, mother, and father are all well; Mr Johnson’s
instruments were sent to Mr Farrer via Mr Charles Gerrard and his wife who left in the
York coach to Darnton; Stapylton’s friends are well; Dr Sancroft has returned but has
not yet seen Stapylton’s letter of April 14; daily talk of the Queen’s landing [Catherine
of Braganza]; Parliament adjourning; the need for ‘black tongues’.

Postscript: Mr Arden lacks time to reply to Stapylton’s letter.

2ff.
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CLB.2,66 24 April 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at London to Miles Stapylton at Thomas Smith’s, the Half
Moon, Howden.

Late reply due to trouble sending Bishop Cosin’s goods, received Stapylton’s letters of
April 14 and 21; received the £80 from Dr Broome, hopes for Dr Broome’s future
performance as receiver, instructions regarding the disposal of patents; no more
comments on Chester Moor; Mr Tongue says that Sir Gilbert declines the partnership;
discussion of a false report concerning the king and Bishop Cosin, possibly spread by
the Nelthrops, and related to Bishop Cosin’s speech concerning the Act of Conformity,
desires to know how the rumour came to Howden tenants; false rumours concerning
leasing the townships of Saltmarsh and Skelton to Mr Saltmarsh, and Mr Sanders’ visit;
Bishop Cosin, Mr Kirlew, and the lease of Bishop’s Meadows; confusion over the 20
marks for Dr Broome’s kinsman and the discovering of free rents, and the possibility of
calling a court of survey; wants Matthew Heward’s books; query over Nelthrop and their
order; Matthew Heward’s son and accounts; Bishop Cosin having a bailiff and Mr Sanders’
recommendation of Michel, who is Sanders’ steward or agent; Mr Acrid’s lease, the
tenants of Skelton and £240, and whether or not to divide the lease into parcels; an
agreement with Martin Watson for two mills; fines and two suits against the tenant
Bateman; inquiry into Stapylton’s copyhold with a runaway tenant; false report of the
queen’s landing; the court entering mourning for the death of the Queen Mother’s sister,
the Duchess of Savoy; the bishop’s coming is uncertain; Stapylton’s wife’s health; Mr
Johnson’s institution sent by Mr Gerard to Mr Farrer.

2ff.

CLB.2, 67 29 April 1662

Letter from John Cosin at London to Miles Stapylton, at the Half Moon, Howden.
Hopes Stapylton’s business in Howdenshire, including the staiths, goes well; 20 marks
for Mr Bell for his care of the staiths; Dr Broome’s £10 fee for 1661 and fee for part of
1660; Dr Broome’s unwillingness to enter a bond to secure Bishop Cosin’s rents and
perquisites in court, Mr Thomson of York, son of Mr Anthony Thomson, and Mr Dalby
of Lincolnshire, son of the divine Mr or Dr Dalby, are recommended as replacements;
the appointment of a steward, Mr Delaval no longer looking after the courts and
under-steward, the bishop of Lincoln’s recommendation of Mr Mellis, and Stapylton; Mr
Hedly and his ill-use of the tenants and Bishop Cosin; finding a new under-steward not
from Mr Phillips; finding an able and honest bailiff, Dr Broome heard no good reports of
Mr Michel whom Mr Sanders recommended; Mr Sanders’s claim that he could have
saved ‘a brace of hundred pounds’ of what Mr Bell spent repairing the staiths; Stapylton’s
inquiries into the leaseholds, Bishop Cosin will not go to York but leaseholders should
come to Durham or Auckland to compound; valuations of Howden manor and Wheel
Hall in the parliamentary survey book.

2ff.

Printed: Ornsby ii, 94-6 (extract)

CLB.2,68 1662

Howden Court Leet:

Charges of Court Leet 25 April 1662.

The charges of 5 sturgeon taken at the booth fishing on 15 and 22 May and 3 June
1662.

[for the fate of the sturgeons see 2.74]

1f.
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CLB.2,69 3 May 1662

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at the Half Moon in Howden, Yorkshire.
Answering Stapylton’s letter of 28 April; Bishop Cosin is pleased with Stapylton’s handling
of the Cherries and Smart copyholds; the low value of land in Howden the past two
years, potential for lands to improve, and Bishop Cosin’s unwillingness to let Mr Acred’s
lands or Pinders flat at a lower value; concerning the undertenants for the township [at
Howden] concerning Acred and Young; Mr Sander's commendation of Michel is
favourable to Bishop Cosin; Bishop’s Meadows and Mr Kirlew; Bishop Cosin values the
manor at £300 and is negotiations about it; Mr Bernard is welcome based on the character
[reference] Stapylton gave.

2ff.

CLB.2, 70 29 April 1662

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton at the Half Moon in Howden upon Humber,
Yorkshire.

Stapylton’s wife was very well Sunday last, and his mother, father, and brother; unknown
journey date, Queen [Catherine Braganza] is hourly expected to land, uncertainty about
how long Parliament will adjourn, news from Parliament regarding the Act of Uniformity;
Neile’s sister and Dr Sandercroft remembered Stapylton ‘in a cup of the best claret’;
Bishop Cosin renewed his lodging and Neile has not seen him for almost a week;
Stapylton’s friends are well; Dr Sandercroft’s report on the Presbyterian ministry in
Suffolk, ‘the Lord’s house is the house of the Lord’.

2ff.

CLB.2, 71 13 May [1662]

Letter from Richard Neile, [London] to Miles Stapylton at Mr John Farrer's house, Durham.
A list of repsonses from Bishop Cosin to Stapylton's queries from Howden. Mr Allenson's
rent and leases. The Commission. Howden staithes. The Commissioners of Sewers.
Mr Allenson and Saltmarsh. Dr Broome's accounts. News of the Bishop, Mr Sandcroft,
and Stapylton's wife's continuing good health.

2ff.

CLB.2, 72 15 May 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at London to Miles Stapylton at the Half Moon at Howden,
Yorkshire.

Bishop Cosin refers to Stapylton’s latest correspondences as ‘long dismal letters’; desires
news of the new close at Skelton and Walkington Woods; drawing leases in trust for
tenants renewing on low terms; behind in sending the bishop’s counsel’s advice on
proposals from a letter a fortnight since, needs the original lease to advise on rebuilding
the windmill at Wheel Hall that was blown down in 1641; he has received Stapylton’s
letter of 12 May, Cosin is at Stapylton’s house so he must defer on the matter of Mrs
Scott until the next post; news of Parliament and the intention to adjourn on Monday
next; the Queen’s landing at Portsmouth; Bishop Cosin will not stay above a fortnight
longer; finishing Dr Broome’s accounts.

2ff.
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CLB.2, 73 17 May 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at London to Miles Stapylton at the Half Moon in Howden,
Yorkshire.

Counsel’s advice concerning the cases in Stapylton’s letters of the 12th and 14th; Bishop
Cosin likes Stapylton’s accounts of the townships, Mr Acred’s friend; disposing the
goulding lands and fines for two mills in Welton; the waste in Walkington woods; Thomas
Michel not fit to oversee the staiths, Bishop Cosin desires Stapylton to enquire for a fit
person and he will visit the staiths; Smart’s copyhold; Mr Kirlew’s fine; the tenants of
ferries and fishing gave Mr Hutton £190 for the lease; Mrs Headley to give an account
of the perquisites of the courts for Easter; drawing up a warrant for a clerk of the market
for Howden; Mrs Scott and concurrent leases of the manor and Skelton, suggested fines
of £2000 and £1000 respectively; Parliament to be prorogued or adjourned on Monday,
leaving within 8 days, and hopes they meet with Stapylton. Enclosed: account of the
judgement of the bishop’s counsel concerning distraining for the bishop’s £100, the
windmill in Wheel Hall, Heward’s books, the privilege of the bishop’s bailiff to arrest in
Howden, Smart’s copyhold, and ferries and fishing on the Ouse and Derwent.

3ff.

CLB.2, 74 20 May 1662

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at the Half Moon in Howden, Yorkshire.
Parliament is prorogued; Bishop Cosin to leave on Monday next for Doncaster; Bishop
Cosin desires the three sturgeon to be sent to Lady Monckton, to Durham by way of Mr
John Blackiston in Newcastle, and Mr Farrer; he desires an account of what the tenants
will be willing to pay; comments on the king’s wedding night.

Postscript [in Neile’s hand]: he visited Stapylton’s wife.

2ff.

CLB.2, 75 22 May 1662

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at the Half Moon in Howden, Yorkshire.
Bishop Cosin intends to arrive at Doncaster by 30 May unless he is delayed by [the duke
of] Newcastle.

2ff.

CLB.2, 76 Saturday 23 May 1662

Letter from Richard Neile to Miles Stapylton at Mr Thomas Smith’s, the Half Moon,
Howden, Yorkshire.

Belongings are shipped in preparation for the journey on Monday morning next; staying
at Mr Sander’s house that night; Bishop Cosin has not decided if he will travel by way
of Sir George Savill, Lord Mansfield [cancelled], or [the duke of] Newcastle; Stapylton’s
wife is well; saves the rest of the news until they meet.

2ff.

CLB.2, 77 24 May 1662

Letter from Edward Barnard to Miles Stapylton at Howden, to be left at the sign of the
Half Moon.

Enclosing a copy of letter received from London relating to a patent from Bishop Cosin
and the low fees for the office; meeting with Bishop on Thursday week in London; asks
Stapylton to remind Bishop Cosin of a letter to Barnard.

2ff.
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CLB.2, 78 3 June 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at Darlington to Miles Stapylton at the Half Moon in Howden.
Arden and Neile and Bishop Cosin missed Stapylton in Doncaster [references 2.75] on
Friday and not finding him at North Allerton are headed to Auckland; concerned Stapylton
is either unwell or letters miscarried.

1f.

CLB.2, 79 3 July 1662

Letter from George Gaunt (Caunt) at Durham to Mr Davenport, chaplain to Bishop of
Durham, at Auckland Castle.

Seeks Davenport’s assistance to bring his case before Bishop Cosin, regarding issues
with the funding of Houghton school and concerning tithes from Bishopwearmouth and
Ryhope, the rector of Wearmouth and the tutor of the heir of Barnes; enclosing a letter
to the bishop and leaves it to Davenport’s discretion to forward it or not.

2ff.

CLB.2, 80 3 July 1662

Letter from George Gaunt at Durham to Bishop John [Cosin] at Auckland Castle.
Lamenting the financial provision for his Haughton School from the tithes, much diminshed
by enclosure to the benefit of Bishopwearmouth and Ryhope, and also by the claims of
the rector of [Bishop]wearmouth and the tutor of the heirs of Barnes, likening his state
to that of [Prometheus] in the Caucusus and Sisyphus rolling his stone, and also alluding
to Aesop's jackdaw, and reciting (in Greek) the Homeric words of Achilles to Agamemnon
“... but if ever an apportionment comes, your prize is far greater, while small but dear is
the reward | take to my ships, when | have taken myself out of the fighting” and also (in
Hebrew) Pharoah's dream (from Genesis 41), and also the prosecution of a suit being
hampered by the lack of governors as there is only one, the other having died, and the
election of a replacement being down to Dr Heath and the rector of Haughton who are
not around.

Language: Latin with some Greek and Hebrew

2ff.

CLB.2, 81 8 July 1662

Letter from George Collingwood (Vicar of Richmond ?) at London to Miles Stapylton via
Edward Smith postmaster of Alnwick.

He will miss the bishop's visitation, and he also missed him in London having been on
the other road from York whereas the bishop went via St Albans, as he hoped to defened
himself against those accusing him of being too public in the exercise of his religion,
hoping Miles will meantime speak up for him, hopes to see the bishop at the Assizes in
Durham; Miles's brother and his friends are well at Richmond.

2ff.

CLB.2,82 12 July 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at Bishop Auckland to Miles Stapylton at Mr Hinde's house
at the end of the new buildings in Lothbury, London.

Ask Snellock about any ordinary silk curtains from France, of 'a kinde of cloudie stuffe',
enquire about Anthony Pearson's report that the king has seized Holy Island (leased by
the bishop) for a debt owed by Christopher Litster.

2ff.
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CLB.2,83 18 July 1662

Letter from John Farrer at Durham to Miles Stapylton at John Hinde's house, the corner
house of the new buildings in Lowthbury, London.

Miles's hot journey to London; discusses getting bills to him in time before he goes to
London; the bishop is at Durham Castle with the duke of Richmond this morning.

1f.

CLB.2, 84 25 July 1662

Letter from John Farrer to Miles Stapylton at John Hinde's, the corner house of the new
buildings in Lothbury, London.

Discusses a payment of £20; wishes him and his lady a safe and speedy return.

2ff.

CLB.2, 85 25 July 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at Durham Castle to Miles Stapylton at Mr Hinde's house,
merchant, the end of the new buildings in Lothbury, London.

Letters and money sent by sea, ciphered on the outside of the bag; payments for Mr
Saunder's son, the milliner near the Mermaid on Holborn Hill near St Andrew's church;
Samuel Davison has thrown out the plump dean and, with his dry jests, is good company
at dinner; what has the upholsterer Mr Snellock done about the bishop's embroidered
purple satin bed; ask at the King's Arms by Holborn Bridge if Joseph Howson is still
alive; find a book for the bishop that came out about 12 years ago on the Low Countries,
that mocks and jests of the customs and manners rather than showing maps and
boundaries.

1f.

CLB.2,86 26 July 1662

Letter from John Farrer at Darlington to Miles Stapylton at Mr Hinds house in the new
buildings in Lothbury.

Arden came to meet with a judge who has not yet arrived from [North]allerton whom he
plans to entertain at Durham Castle; discusses Mr. Saunders’ payment of a tenth; leave
a letter with his son at Holborn; go to ‘the woolsack in the Poultrie near Mr Tinford’s
shop’ and buy a gallon of oil and a barrel of Lucca olives, the last oil he had was not his
best; find some damask for the bishop, send it from Billingsgate to Newcastle, to Mr
John Blackiston in Pilgrim St; sending Cosin a trunk of clothing.

1f.

CLB.2, 87 29 July 1662

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at Mr John Hinde's at the corner house of
the new buildings in Lothbury.

Sending £20 to be paid to a poor kinsman who has been ‘necessitated’ having displeased
his father, he will be repaid.

1f.

CLB.2,88 29 July 1662

Letter from Thomas Potter at Durham to Miles Stapylton at Mr Hindes house at the new
buildings near the old exchange.

Send the enclosed to the bishop of Chichester, whether he is at Chichester, or Hicham
or Micham by Windsor, or try his brother’s house in St Martin lane; the bishop requires
a quick answer.

2ff.
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CLB.2, 89 1 August 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at Durham Castle to Miles Stapylton.

Discusses Mr Snellock’s work on an embroidered bed, a set of silk stuff matching curtains
from France; £250 for Sir William Turner in 3 bags, £33 for Mr Saunders; service to Mr
Miles Smyth, Dr Sandcroft and Mr Cosin; rain; Mayor Norton and the Raby tenants’
rents; instructions re business with Mr Durant by the Fleece Tavern in Covent Garden.
1f.

CLB.2,90 5 August 1662

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at Mr Hindes house, the new buildings,
Lothbury, London.

A wine ticket and money from Batailhe of Mark Lane next to Tower St involving Sir
William Turner; he is ‘tugging at his audit’

2ff.

CLB.2,91 7 August 1662
Bill of Miles Stapylton for legal paperwork, receipt signed by Thomas Sclater.
1f.

CLB.2, 91A undated [early 1660s]

Receipted bill for book binding: Book of Acts in white leather, Bible and Book of Common
Prayer double gilding and ruling the latter.

1f.

CLB.2,92 16 August 1662

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at Mr Hind's house in Lothbury, London.
Glad he received the oil and olives; Mr Granville and Mr Davies expected, also Dr
Sandcroft, Samuel Davison [?and] lady, and Mr Davenport, with the dean already present;
money from Batailhe for the wine ticket; has Mr Durand paid Mr Danby's money; request
to return gold from Mr Hodgkins at Leicester House in St Martin’s Fields; arrangement
to send some books to John Blakiston in Newcastle by sea or by the Richmond carrier
from the Bear in Basinghall St; wishes him joy in his new son.

2ff.

CLB.2, 93 26 August 1662

Letter from John Farrer to Miles Stapylton Esq at the house of Mr John Hinde, the corner
house of the new buildings in Lothbury, London.

Hopes for his speedy, safe return; to speak with Auditor Spackman near St Mary's,
Westminster, about the bishop's allowance of some tax for the Queen's dower; has sent
him a letter for Thomas Pearson enclosing one from the bishop for the Chancellor.

2ff.

CLB.2,94 26 August 1662

Letter from Thomas Pearson to Miles Stapylton Esq at the house of Mr John Hinde, the
corner house of the new buildings in Lothbury, London.

Asking him to expedite the bishop's letter to the Chancellor on his behalf soliciting for
the rectory of Great Stainton.

2ff.
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CLB.2, 95 5 September 1662

Letter from John Farrer to Miles Stapylton at the house of Mr John Hinde, the corner
house of the new buildings in Lothbury, London.

Enclosing a deed of surrender to be signed and sealed in the presence of Mr Philip
Lavender upholsterer at the White Horse in Corn Hill, to facilitate the marriage of Mr
Samuel Davison to Lady Burton; Mr Pearson's hopes for the living [of Great Stainton],
which he had hoped for in May 1660 with the support of Dr Clarke and Dr Wood, but
was then outbalanced by the influence of the Lilburnes over Lord Moncke in favour of
George Lilburne's son-in-law; fees for Auditor Spackman concerning the Queen's rent
which the bishop paid to Jenkins rather than Norton; do come to the country.

1f.

CLB.2,96 30 September 1662

Letter from Edward Barnard to Miles Stapylton at Mr Sanders house in Coleman Street
at the sign of the Black Bell.

On taking up his duties for the bishop, delayed from riding the circuit as the bishop has
left London.

2ff.

CLB.2,97 n.d.[1662]

Letter from Benjamin Pulleyn to Miles Stapylton at Mr Saunders house in Coleman Street
London.

Payment of bills to Mr John Herring, draper and alderman of Cambridge, and Mr Farrer's
son's shoemaker.

Related material in other DUL collections: Cosin LB 2, 109.

CLB.2, 98 9 October 1662

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at Mr Hinde's House in the new buildings
in Lothbury, London.

Payment of the bishop's first fruits at the office in Lincolns Inn, involving John Prettyman
and Mr Harrington; ship Arden's box to John Blakiston at Newcastle; Sir Francis Anderson
elected mayor of Newcastle after an all night sitting; Mr Grenville's his residency, his
wife at Auckland not well, Arden goes to Sunderland, the bishop is at Ettrick then
preaches at Bishopwearmouth, then to Sir Thomas Davison, Stockton, Darlington and
home.

2ff.

CLB.2,99 14 October 1662

Letter from Thomas Young to Miles Stapylton at Mr Sanders House at the lower end of
Coleman Street by the Black Bell, London.

Queries the report that Howden Bank is broken, the bishop usually supplies wood for
repairs; repairs of Saltmarshe Great Staith, the Pikes and Kilpin Staith, Thomas Mitchill's
wood used for Skelton New Staith, and report of costs thereof; Howden Dike Staith
needs repairs by the winter; send his brother William Marshall’'s warrant to Mr Neil at
Durham for Thomas Smith at Howden.

1f.
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CLB.2, 100 25 October 1662

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at Mr Hinde's house, a merchant, in the
new buildings, Lothbury, London.

Concern over the cost of a fringe [from an upholsterer]; sold his sword to Capt Thomas
Featherstonehalgh and request for the new sword to be packaged and brought from
London by the Richmond carrier; inquiry after the bishop's embroidered satin bed being
done by Mr Snellock; concern over the accuracy of accounts and request to meet with
auditor to rectify accounts regarding £345 concering John Prettyman, John Craddock,
and Gabriel Jackson; sending Lord Lumley's counterpart and bond.

Postscript: the bishop wants some of Mr Phillipps' spirit of mint (from the Strand) with
sintructions for its packaging.

2ff.

CLB.2, 101 30 October 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at Auckland to Miles Stapylton at Mr Hinde's house, merchant,
in the New Buildings, Lothbury, London.

Please read the enclosed which may be shown to the bishop; a request to Dr Broome
to supply money for staithes; discusses the involvement of an auditor and the anticipated
arrival of Mr Samuel Davison.

2ff.

CLB.2, 102 4 November 1662

Letter from John Farrer at Durham to Miles Stapylton.

Includes money to pay some debts in London, which does not include directions on how
to disperse of it; discusses Valentine and playing cards at Christmas.

1f.

CLB.2, 103 5 November 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at Auckland to Miles Stapylton at Mr Hinde's merchant in the
New Buildings, Lothbury, London.

Demand for rent in Durham from Lord Pembroke, which is due 20 days after Michaelmas;
Pembroke is 20 days behind on his rent already and must pay a £5 fee; details of further
fees and penalties for late payment; Arden wishes for some compassion toward Pembroke
but says Stapylton must nevertheless carry out the bishop’s demand for the rent;
discussion of a sword to be sent to Durham as well as a request to pay the fringe man;
Mr Samuel Davison has not arrived yet.

Postscript: if a pot of salve comes from Mr Hinton apothecary in the Old Bailey at the 3
Artichokes please send along with the sword by the Richmond Carrier; call on Mr Hinton
if passing through the Old Bailey to have the salve sent to Stapylton.

2ff.

CLB.2, 104 6 November 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at Auckland to Miles Stapylton (incorrectly noted by Hunter
as from Mr Farrer) at Mr Hinde's house, merchant, Lothbury, London.

Forward the enclosed to Amsterdam regarding marble stones for a chapel; Samuel
Davison’s lady wrote in great distress about an apparent robbery, involving also Mrs
Burton and Piece Burton; decision by Arden and Davison to send Mr Cosin’s trunk; might
meet Mr Farrer in London.

2ff.
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CLB.2, 105 11 November 1662
Bill of Sergeant Turner for his standing fee of 20s as counsel to the bishop of Durham.
1f.

CLB.2, 106 9 November 1662
Letter from John Farrer to Miles Stapylton.
1f.

CLB.2, 106A 11 November 1662

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at Mr Hinds House merchant, the new
buildings, Lothbury, London.

Deliver the enclosed to the clerk of the Privy Council; settlement with the auditor and
speak with Sir John Prettyman to avoid any Exchequer orders for 1661; 6 weeks to send
money.

1f.

CLB.2, 107 13 November 1662

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at Mr Hindes House merchant, the new
buildings, Lothbury, London.

Hopes that his sword will come as safely as his box did and that the pot of plaster from
Mr Hinton the apothecary will arrive soon; Deputy Pack and Mr Jackson regarding the
settlement of an account; payment of tenths to the Exchequer; travelling to Newcastle
next week to return money to a Sir William Turner; payment to the auditor for his silence
on a certain matter; speak to the auditor and the officers regarding not moving forward
before the bishop comes to sit at the next parliament and then clear charges for 2 years;
Lord Pembroke’s rent to be paid at the mansion house or Durham house at Michaelmas;
outlines fines and consequences for late rent payment.

2ff.

CLB.2, 108 17 November 1662

Letter from John Farrer to Miles Stapylton at Sanders House, COleman Street, London.
Debts to be paid at Cambridge; debts owed to a Mr Timothy Stevenson; request from
the bishop to inquire after Thomas Midford of Pesball and if he was outlawed for killing
Mr Crosier of Newcastle; ask Mr Spackman for forgiveness for not having visited him
last time in Durham; deductions included on the backside of the letter regarding the
Queen’s dower; pay the rent of 390 for Bradbury.

1f.

CLB.2, 109 18 November 1662

Letter from John Farrer to Miles Stapylton, at Mr Sanders house, Coleman street, London.
Removal of Farrer’'s son from Cambridge; Farrer requests payment of his son’s tutors;
promises to pay Stapylton back when his next bill comes through in 12 to 14 days; remind
Farrer of other debts as well.

2ff.

CLB.[2, 110 20 November 1662
Letter from George Davenport to Miles Stapylton.]
Ownership history: Indexed by Hunter but missing from volume 2. Not found in Ornsby.
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CLB.2, 111 25 November 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at Auckland to Miles Stapylton at Mr Hindes house, merchant,
in Lothbury new buildings, London.

Thanks for assistance in personal business; enclosed is a copy lease of John Snawden
for Mr Turner; discussion of the Act of Parliament for Durham house concerning rent
penalties; Lady Burton is visiting but Mr Samuel Davison is in Westmorland attending
to her business, they will marry when he returns.

2ff.

CLB.2, 112 25 November 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at Auckland to Miles Stapylton at Mr Sanders' house, Coleman
St, London.

Discusses payment for chapel plate made by Mr Houser and doubt over the accuracy
of the charge levied and possible book covers, Stapylton should ask around for a second
opinion before paying the demanded price; discussion of £100 left with a Mr Johnson
in Newcastle to be picked up by Stapylton and joined with an additional £200 to pay the
Exchequer a total of £300; discusses the redirection of certain mail to the Black Lion in
Fleet Street as Stapylton has recently changed address; asks please to read letters
previously sent as soon as possible regarding the tenths for 1661 and rent issues; recent
snow in Durham and the bishop discusses his next trip to London in the Spring.

2ff.

CLB.2, 113 1 December 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at Northallerton to Miles Stapylton at Mr Sanders' house,
Coleman Street, London.

Read his letter of 25 November at Auckland; answer Lord Pembroke's steward regarding
the payment of rent; the bishop asks Stapylton to receive the £100 from last Michaelmas's
rent and forgive the £5 penalty provided Pembroke does not demand any allowances;
thanks for the charge from Auditor Woods to be received from Mr John Blackiston; hopes
the plaster will come in better condition than his sword which arrived rusted; anxious
over a bill of £100 which was sent to Stapylton’s old address in Lothbury; asks Stapylton
to track down the bill which is required to add to £200 of the bishop’s money to pay the
Exchequer for 1662.

2ff.

CLB.2, 114 3 December 1662

Letter from Thomas Young at Howden to Miles Stapylton at Mr Sanders' house, the
lower end of Coleman Street, by the Black Bell, London.

Uupdate on a letter sent to Weston and Walkington which did not receive a response;
Catherine Elliot extends her thanks and will return an answer as soon as possible;
enclosed is an answer from Watson of Weston and a note explaining a discussion with
Mr Best regarding staith repair; construction at Howard Dike staith has begun and 20
loads of wood have been laid thus far; Booth staith is the worst off; concerned that no
damage will come to the bishop over the repair of the staiths; mentions Arthur Kirby and
a lease; asks him to inform Young where to direct future letters.

1f.

CLB.2, 114A 4 December 1662
Receipt for 20s from the bishop of Durham at Martinmas to John Mann.
1 piece.

61



Cosin Letter-Books
Cosin Letter-book 2

CLB.2, 115 6 December 1662

Letter from John Farrer at Huggate to Miles Stapylton at Mr Sanders house, Coleman
Street, London.

Discussion of the injunction concerning the Richmond suit; mentions various individuals
including Mr Browne, Jackson, Mr Neile, Sir Thomas Widdington; discussion regarding
the constable's fee and the payment of £20; Farrer owes £15 received for Mr Johnson's
institution, further settling of accounts.

1f.

CLB.2, 116 6 December 1662

Letter from John Cross at Huggate to Miles Stapylton.

Matthew Bell can certify that he holds the Walkington demesnes, but wants to reduce
his offer, inclduign 16 oxgangs at Weltaning and Hencroft, and involving his sister Elliott,
hoping they can seal a lease at York as he cannot come to Durham this winter.

1f.

CLB.2, 117 8 December 1662

Letter from Edward Arden to Miles Stapylton at Mr Sanders' house in Coleman St,
London.

£100 returned by Mr Johnson as part of the tenths; lots of snow; the bishop wants black
leather cases lined with green for the silver and gilt books for the Countess of Clarendon,
to be conveyed in an ordinary box to the Chancellor; he has paid Mr Houser 9s per
ounce for his gilt plate; commissions Stapylton to give the king the bishop’s New Year's
gift of 30 pieces of gold in a handsome purse, with instructions for delivery at Whitehall,
and for obtaining a ticket for 6 tuns of wine, involving Secretary Morris’s chamber; asks
for some chocolate to be sent for his wife by the Richmond carrier.

2ff.

CLB.2, 118 12 December 1662

Letter from Martin Watson at Welton to Miles Stapylton, via Matthew Beltz at Howden.
Note sent from a Thomas Young; dispute with “William Carlin the upper Mellner brother”
over the illegal removal of wood from Watson’s property and threats of physical violence
“to shut a brase of bullets in me”; he has paid his rent to Dr Neile and discusses his old
and new leases.

1f.

CLB.2, 119 14 December 1662

Letter from John Farrer at Durham to Miles Stapylton.

Farrer is disappointed over a delay in the return of £20 and the subsequent delay of a
bill; can Stapylton pay the tutor of Farrer’s son if requested; received his letter about Mr
Spaikman’s tax allowance for the queen’s dower; waiting for an account of Midford’s
outlawry; desires the acquaintance of Stapylton’s lady.

1f.
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CLB.2,120 15 December 1662

Letter from William Marshall and Thomas Tomlin to Miles Stapylton.

Thanking Stapylton for leaving a warrant at Durham for executing the office of clerk of
the market for Howden; Thomas Tomlin is now bailiff; Marshall and Tomlin ask Stapylton
to send a letter from the 28th regarding a patent; a declaration of loyalty to the late King
Charles | which mentions Sir Phillip Monckton who can vouch for it as Tomlin was coronet
of horse under Sir Philip Monckton’s command in Lord Langdale’s regiment of horse,
and Marshall was clerk to a company of foot under the command of Captain William
Monckton in Lord Langdale’s regiment of foot; asks to send a letter to Thomas Smith in
Howden; Postscript from Thomas Smith and Thomas Young asking that the requests
above be granted to Tomlin and Marshall; frost has prevented further progress on the
staiths by his brother Young.

1f.

CLB.2, 121 18 December 1662

Letter from Edward Arden at Auckland to Miles Stapylton at Mr Sanders' house in
Coleman St, London.

Received Auditor Wood's charge from John Blackiston; instructions to take £200 from
Sir William Turner combined with £100 due to Stapylton and pay £300 into the Exchequer
for the tenths of 1661; previously commissioned bo