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Part one:
BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO RDM



What do we mean by

RDM?

RESEARCH

DATA

MANAGEMENT



RDM helps to preserve, protect and proliferate the data 
behind scientific (research) discoveries and claims



RDM leads to 
increased 
transparency 
of the research 
process



RDM makes it easier to 
verify research and
reproduce findings



RDM and sharing 
(anonymised) research 
data can lead to making 
more progress as 
a research community 
collectively





Anonymisation:
the art, or craft, of 
lowering or minimising 
the risk of individuals 
being identified from 
data
Source: https://ukanon.net/

Research on re-identification:
https://cpg.doc.ic.ac.uk/individual-risk



Data sharing: often means 

publishing (anonymised) research 
data in an open repository AFTER 
your research. Other meanings 
also.



Data sharing agreement: a legal agreement 

between two organisations for sharing personal 
data. Read Data sharing code of practice from 
ICO. Seek legal advice.



Part two:

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS OF 
SHARING RESEARCH DATA



General
Data
Protection
Regulation



Lawful bases 
for processing 
personal data



Principles 
pertaining to 
processing 
personal data



Rights for 
individuals



Collecting
personal data



Do you really need to collect 
personal data?



Inform your participants 
about use of personal data



Not all 
research data 

obtained 
from 

participants 
constitute 

personal data

Anonymised text

Interview recorded: October 2011

Interviewee ref: 2011/67

School year: Key Stage 1

School local authority area: Lynenham District 
Council

I live in [LM51 postcode] so I walk to school 
every day. I live with [family members]. When 
I get home from school I watch TV. I don’t like 
reading but I like watching Harry Potter 
films. My favourite subject at school is art. My 
teacher is Mr [teacher’s name] and he is very 
nice. I used to get bullied by [other pupils] but 
I told [the teacher] and they stopped.

I play football for [a local team], and we are 
good. I play midfield.

Anonymised text by ICO 
licenced under Open 
Government Licence v3.0



Other legislation

Legislation in other 
jurisdictions

European Convention on 
Human Rights (2013)

Chatham House rule (1927)



Image courtesy of Durham University



Part three:

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS OF 
SHARING RESEARCH DATA



Previously a cautious 
approach towards 
data sharing



More recently ethical 
arguments favour 
sharing and re-using 
research data



Funder
says...

British 
Educational Research 

Association

BERA 
says...



Informed 
consent



Promise of anonymity



Future uses of 
research data



Barriers 
to sharing



"69 % increase
in citations" --
Piwowar et al.

Benefits of sharing



Part four:

QUESTIONS AND SUMMARY



Thank you

Nicholas Syrotiuk

@DurhamRdm
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