Description of baptism and burial data for Durham Parishes
Why were these data collected?
The records were used to answer the question: In the past, did particularly cold winters result in excess mortality? The records of baptisms and deaths were combined with monthly mean temperature records collected from Durham City recorded in the nineteenth and twentieth century. Baptisms served as a proxy for births and burials for deaths.
Mean and minimum monthly temperatures, in degrees centigrade, were also recorded for Durham City from 1850 to 1999. The relationship between monthly Durham temperatures and Central England Temperatures (not included in these data) was captured statistically using linear regression analysis and used to compute missing data in the Durham records i.e. pre-1850. 
Who collected the data?
Durham 3rd Year students in the Department of Biological and Biomedical Sciences (now Department of Biosciences) as part of their research projects. The data were collected by Alice Eyers, Justina Fish, Aisla Jones, Charlotte Keyte, Roman Roth and Alex Wales between 2001-2014 under the supervision of Prof Steve Lindsay.
How were the data collected?
Students searched microfiche records of the Parish records that were available in County Hall in Durham and transcribed them directly to an Excel Spreadsheet.
What was the information collected?
The number of monthly baptisms (births) and burials (deaths) were recorded for the following parishes in Durham City.
	Parish
	Start 
	Finish

	Parishes in Durham City

	St. Oswald’s
	Jan 1800
	Dec 1920

	St. Cuthbert’s
	Sept 1863
	Dec 1920

	St. Giles
	Jan 1800
	Dec 1920

	St Mary the Less
	Jan 1800
	Jun 1917

	St Mary le Bow
	Jan 1800
	Dec 1920

	St Nicholas
	Jan 1800
	Dec 1927

	Parishes outwith Durham City

	St Mary the Virgin, Shincliffe
	Jan 1870
	Dec 1933

	St Mary, Seaham
	Jan 1799
	Dec 1941


Limitations of the parish data
1. These figures have not been checked independently, so may contain a few errors. Researchers are encouraged to create their own data files and compare both sets of data to identify errors. i.e. double entry and verification. This can be done use software packages such as Excel.
2. The data is most reliable up to 1920, after which the country became more secular and fewer baptisms took place and burials may have occurred outside the parish.
3. It is likely that deaths of men of fighting age were not recorded or under recorded during the Great War from 1914-18.
4. Although records are available before 1850 there are missing records and even when the original parish records are present the handwriting can be difficult to read.
5. Sometimes it is impossible to ascertain the sex of a person with a name that can be used for a female as well as a male e.g. Vivian.
Who collated the data?
The data in the excel spreadsheet and this information was authored by Emeritus Professor Steve Lindsay from the Department of Biosciences in June 2026.
